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4721 Shawnee College Road
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Century School Outdoor C

This outdoor classroom is an educational space that brings learning to
life by bringing learning outside. It is a gathering place for teachers and
students and provides an opportunity to integrate nature onto the
school grounds. All subjects or curriculum related to Illinois’ forests
can be presented in this outdoor classroom and it can be utilized in
every season. lo undertake a project of this magnitude it takes strong,
dedicated partners and a source of funding. The organizations and
businesses listed below have enthusiastically joined together to support
this education project. Without these partners this project would not
have been possible:

Association of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts Forestry Committee
Century Community School
Ilinois Forestry Development Council
Shawnee Resource Conservation and Development Council
Pulaski-Alexander County Soil and Water Conservation District
U.S. Forest Service
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
University of Illinois Extension
Conservation Technologies
Natural Resource Conservation Service
Pulaski-Alexander County Farm Bureau
Farm Credit Services
River to River Cooperative Weed Management Area
The Nature Conservancy
Century School Ag and Biology Students
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative
Farrell Lumber Company
Community Volunteers

Thanks to Everyone That Made this Project Possible

LA,

)

i
ASSTOO0111




LEGEND

”

HwWwN

PICNIC TABLE(S), ORIENTATION KIOSK
POLLINATER GARDEN

NATIVE TREE AND SHRUB GROUPING(S)
WALKING PATH - GRASS OR WOOD CHIPS
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THANKS, DAVE!
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TREE PLANTING
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& Dovelopmant

\M/ Invasive Plant Species in Southern lllinois %1‘3 PhOUNes

Autumn Olive
Garlic Mustard Bradford Pear
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In the 1930%, efforts to control fire became widespread
| W8 and successful. Since that time, relatively fast-growing,
SRR I | shade-tolerant species such as American beech and sugar
! | & el maple have increased their dominance in the forest. Asa
1 F : ¢ result the canopy has closed, shading the forest floor and
] , g T suppressing the regeneration of new oak trees as well as
! R  the growth of sun-loving wildflowers and grasses.
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As the older oaks begin to die, there are too few young
oaks in the understory to replace them. Additionally,

. many of the forest wildflower species have virtually
disappeared from the shady forest floor. As oaks and
I wildflowers disappear, the wildlife that depends on these
i t plants for food and shelter will suffer.
! o 1
| |
[ Researchers at Southern Illinois University have !
5 | predicted that our oak forests may convert to ¥
H predominantly beech-maple forests by 2050 if efforts
1 are not made to manage for oak regeneration.
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Creating Pollinator & Native Plant Gardens

As you walk through a garden to enjoy a Eighty percent of the world’s crop species
beautiful flower or fruit, you might thank a and most native plants rely on animails
bee, butterfly, or hummingbird. These and for pollination
other kinds of animals are pollinators - they
move from one flower to another of the
same species, helping plants to produce
fertile seeds

However, biologists fear several butterfly and
bumblebee species have disappeared from
parts of their range because of habitat loss,
introduced diseases, pollution, and pesticide.

\ * Grow native plants in your garden.

* Plant a variety of flowering species,
* Avoid using pesticides or herbicides

* Provide sunny, bare soil areas
for ground-nesting bees.
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Carya 1acinioSAIS e shetibark kickory is a

slow-growing, long-lived tree, hard to transplant because of its long

taproot, and subject to insect damage. The nuts, largest of all 1 ickory

nuts, are sweet and edible. Wildlife and people harvest most of them;

* those remaining produce seedling trees readily. The wood is hard, heavy,
strong, and very flexible, making it a favored wood for tool handles. A

specimen tree has been reported in Missouri with 117 cm (46 in)

diameter at breast height, 36.9 m (121 ft 1 in) tall, and a spread of

22.6 m (74 ft 2 in).
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Q.UchUS alba | . -9 - o e Persimmon

nerrybark O

cus Pagoda ey

hos e ® . 8 A DiOSperS kaki Like the tomato, persimmons are

e . ) ¢ v - not commonly considered to be berries, but morphologically the fruit
“ ) (1 ne ' ' - ¢ is in fact a berry.Persimmon fruit matures late in the fall and can stay
' ? on the tree until winter. In color, the ripe fruit of the cultivated strains
‘ ; ~ = range from glossy light yellow-orange to dark red-orange depending on

the species and variety.
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4-H GREEN COMMUNITIES

*%,_ TREE PLANTING PROJECT 2022
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McHenry Uh—(

De Kalb | Kane
Du
Page | Cook
Kendall
Wil
Grundy f
Kankakee

McLean Ford
— "~ e
=] Piatt
SOIL & WATER -
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Coles
4-H Green Communities
,_-l s cmmc""‘g " TREE PROGRAM|
Macoupin
Fayette | Effingham | Jasper CM%
Cl § Lawrence
Clinton o Z:khhnd
Jefferson f
Perey Hamilton Whice ?
Franklin
Jackson Saline | Gallatin
Williamson
Ukidon — Pope Hardin




Forestry Committee Responsibilities:

e Survey districts seeking participants,

e Select species

o | ocate and order trees from nursery

e Receive, sort and reload trees at a central distribution site,

. Distribute to local distribution sites. (2022 : Ogle, Peoria,
Henry, St. Clair, Franklin and Pulaski/Alexander)

Extension Responsibilities:

e Survey statewide Extension Units to seek participants,

* Coordinate a fund—raising campaign with 4—H alumni to raise $5k,
e [Establish an education and marketing plan, and

e Plant trees in participating districts with 4—her’ s and 4—H alumni and
staff.

SWCD Responsibilities:

e Select suitable planting locations in their districts
e Receive the trees and take care of them until 4—H
planting day



88 Forrest Keeling Ln, Elsberry, MO 63343
(573) 898-5571
: www.fknursery.com
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https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsKSgpMsk1NmC0UjWosDBPSU1NSzFONjFKMzUxNLUyqDA3T01NNDc3TDMzTkoyNTX24k_LLypKLS5RyE5NzcnMSwcAwvEVIQ&q=forrest+keeling&rlz=1C1VDKB_enUS1004US1004&oq=FORREST&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j46i39i175i199j69i59j46i512j46i199i465i512j0i512j46i175i199i512j0i512l2.11921j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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FROM THE NORTH










T0 THE WEST




AND EVERYWHERE IN BETWEEN
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AND EVERYWHERE IN BETWEEN
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TREE PLANTING PROJECT BY THE NUMBERS

- 3 - Funding Partners, IFDC, Extension Foundation, AISWCD

- 25 - Trees planted per District

- 30 - Volunteer hours to plan

- 31 - Participating Districts

- 80 - Volunteer hours to unload, sort, reload and distribute trees

- 248 - Adult volunteers for planting

- 327 - 4-H and Student volunteers for planting

- 418 - Miles between northern most and southern most planting site
- /75 - Total trees planted

- $11, 998 - Total cost of the project
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THIS CERTIFICATE RECOGNIZE
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