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ABOUT AISWCD
The Association of Illinois Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (AISWCD), is a grass
roots organization formed in 1948. It is made
up and serves Illinois’ 97 member Soil and
Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). Soil
and Water Conservation Districts work to
protect Illinois’ greatest assets – the rich,
fertile soils and water resources of the state
through strategic conservation efforts. Soil
and Water Conservation Districts, working in
conjunction with agricultural as well as
environmental stakeholders, have for
decades over played a central role in efforts
to protect and sustain the viability of Illinois’
finite natural resources for future
generations.

MISSION & VISION
To represent and empower Illinois’ Soil and
Water Conservation Districts. The AISWCD
supports the mantra "Clean water, healthy
soils."

CONTACT
4285 N Walnut Street Road
Springfield, Illinois 62707
217-744-3414
217-494-4340
www.aiswcd.org
@AISWCD
facebook.com/ILSWCDs
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FUN
FACT

Did ya
know?

SWCDS serve communities all across
the state. There are even 2 SWCDS in
urban Cook County!
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OP-ED: CHAMPAIGN NEWS-GAZETTE | APRIL 12, 2020

Urgent action is needed to ensure clean water and healthy soils

Last spring, the worst flooding in more than 25 years created havoc for farmers across much of
Illinois, impacting more than 40 percent of the state’s population. Months before that in a rare
December outbreak, 27 tornadoes tore through parts of central and southern Illinois,
destroying or damaging hundreds of homes, businesses, and farms.
As extreme weather in Illinois has intensified and become more frequent, diverse audiences
from farmers and landowners to homeowners, developers, and local governments have relied
on Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) to provide vital technical assistance on
natural resource issues.
Established more than 87 years ago in response to the devastating soil erosion conditions
brought on by the Dust Bowl, Illinois’ SWCDs are part of a nationwide network of
independent, local non-tax levying units of government that provide technical assistance and
involve citizens in addressing issues related to soil conservation, water quality, nutrient
management, sustainable land use, and conservation education.
Each year, more 500,000 individuals benefit from SWCD services – from rural areas in Central
and Southern Illinois to the most urban areas of Chicago. We help developers and suburban
homeowners prevent flooding and reduce erosion. We advise farmers on the best
conservation practices to improve yields, increase productivity, and curb an estimated
reduction of 90,000 tons of soil loss. We work with government officials on how to mitigate
rainwater runoff and protect our streams, rivers, and water supplies from dangerous levels of
sediment, fertilizers, pesticides, debris, and oil.
In recent years, SWCDs have become the “boots on the ground” in implementing the Illinois
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy. In 2015, groups as diverse as the Illinois Farm Bureau and
the Sierra Club joined together with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) and
Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA) to set benchmarks to reduce nutrient loss from rural,
suburban, and urban sources by at least 15 percent in 2025.
Nutrient loss is a serious problem that we should all be concerned about. Plants and animals
need nutrients to survive, but it can be harmful when too much of those nutrients (namely,
nitrogen and phosphorous) are carried in runoff from city streets and farm fields or flow out of
wastewater treatment plants.
Nutrient loss can have very real consequences for all of us. It can degrade our drinking
water supply, lower property values, and threaten public health. The problem has become so
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bad that nutrients washed down the Mississippi River have created a dead zone that covers
thousands of square miles in the Gulf of Mexico.
Soil and Water Conservation Districts across Illinois have helped curb nutrient runoff in
dramatic ways, preventing approximately 90 tons of nitrogen and 45 tons of phosphorus from
reaching Illinois’ ditches, streams, lakes, and rivers. While those numbers are impressive, there
is still a lot more work to do.
SWCDs are joining together with partners across the political spectrum and from diverse
interest groups to support the Nutrient Loss Reduction Act (Senate Bill 3462), which provides
funding and operational support for the implementation of the Nutrient Loss Reduction
Strategy. In 2019, the State Senate voted unanimously to support the strategy, but to date, the
State of Illinois has provided little funding or tangible support to help reduce nutrient loss
since the bipartisan strategy was proposed in 2015.
Republicans and Democrats, urban and rural, farmers and homeowners have come together
to address this extraordinary problem. Soil and Water Conservation Districts are proud to be
on the front lines working to solve this challenge.
Our goal has always been to protect Illinois’ greatest assets – our rich, fertile soils and water
resources – and sustain the viability of our natural resources for future generations of
landowners, homeowners, and municipalities. But to address the urgent and growing threat
posed by nutrient runoff, the State of Illinois must do its part.
Clean water and healthy soils are too important to our future to wait any longer.

Steve Stierwalt is the president of the Association of Illinois Soil and Water
Conservation Districts and a family farmer from rural Champaign County near Sadorus.
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BILL WATCH: SB 3462
(VILLIVALAM)
THE ILLINOIS PARTNERS
FOR NUTRIENT LOSS
REDUCTION ACT
SUPPORT
QUICK GLANCE
Excessive levels of nutrients are degrading the quality of
streams, rivers, and lakes within Illinois and contributing
to the dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico. Since 2013, Illinois
EPA and Dept. of Agriculture have been collaborating
with academics, environmental nonprofits,
representatives of federal, state, and local agencies,
wastewater treatment professionals, and the agricultural
community to develop the Illinois Nutrient Loss
Reduction Strategy. The Strategy sets a milestone to
reduce nitrogen in Illinois waters by 15% and phosphorus
by 25% by 2025. Additional resources are needed to
administer and implement the Strategy in order to meet
the Strategy’s 2025 milestone. The Illinois Partners for
Nutrient Loss Reduction Act extends and increases
funding for the Partners for Conservation Fund to fiscal
year 2026. (Current funding is through fiscal 2021.)

CO-SPONSOR OR SUPPORT!
AISWCD.ORG

SWCD QUICKFACTS

THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT SWCDS . . .

NON-REGULATORY

VOLUNTEER LED

NON-TAXING

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

AMONG OTHER THINGS, SWCDS WORK TO:

Protect groundwater
resources to the
benefit of
communities.

Implement farm
conservation
practices to keep soil
in the fields and out
of waterways and
prevent erosion.

Help landowners
and others restore
and protect habitat
for pollinators and
other wildlife.

Plant trees and other
land cover to hold soil
in place, clean the air,
provide cover for
wildlife and beautify
neighborhoods

Conserve and restore
wetlands, which purify
water and provide
habitat for birds, fish
and numerous other
animals

Design and implement
conservation
strategies that will
offset the costly
effects of flooding
events.

STAND TOGETHER ...
BY NOT STANDING TOGETHER

#StopTheSpread
AISWCD.ORG

Spread conservation instead!
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SWCD FUNDING SUPPORT LETTER

Spring 2020
Association of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts
4285 N Walnut St Rd
Springfield, Illinois 62707
To Whom It May Concern:
The Association of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts (AISWCD), as well as the
undersigned, are writing to strongly urge lawmakers to support additional funding in Illinois’
Fiscal Year 2021 operating budget for hiring 65 new conservation employees to fill
administrative and technical positions within the state’s Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) conservation delivery infrastructure.
SWCDs are natural resource conservation specialists that serve urban and rural stakeholders
alike to help protect and enhance Illinois’ finite natural resources. SWCDs have been called
upon to play an ever-greater role in protecting our natural resources by working with farmers,
businesses, and local governments. They are non-tax levying, non-regulatory units of local
government that are led by locally elected and uncompensated boards. The network of
Illinois SWCDs represents a time-tested and proven conservation delivery apparatus.
Unfortunately, state investment in this conservation delivery infrastructure has plummeted in
recent years. Moreover, this conservation delivery infrastructure was pushed to the brink of
near collapse during Illinois’ recent budgetary impasse, and delivery capacity was diminished
with the loss of personnel.
The need for additional positions simply could not be greater. To capably meet today’s
environmental and natural resource conservation challenges, the restoration of conservation
capacity is needed. The reasons for this are compelling and numerous, and include the
following;
SWCDs are working at the forefront to make Illinois lands more resilient to changing
climate by implementing conservation practices that will help to offset or mitigate the
costly effects of increasingly erratic and extreme weather events. At the same time,
funding for soil and water conservation operations hovers below 1997 funding levels ($4.7M).
SWCDs are the "boots on the ground" implementing important conservation strategies
at the local level in both urban and rural settings in support of Illinois' Nutrient Loss
Reduction Strategy. The strategy, jointly developed and released in 2015 by the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) and the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA)
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and other stakeholders, guides state efforts to reduce nutrient loss from agriculture, point
source, and urban stormwater sources to improve water quality at home in our lakes, streams,
and rivers - as well as those downstream.
Anticipated future conservation program workload and demand for SWCD services
outpace current delivery capacity. SWCDs are the local implementors of numerous state
and federal natural resource conservation programs. They play a critical role in the delivery of
conservation at the local level by providing the technical and administrative support services
to accomplish major state and federal goals. While new responsibilities, like those embodied
under the most recent federal farm bill, or duties included under new and reopening state
agency programs have been added to the local district's workload, little or no additional
funding for staffing has been provided to meet this increased need. This is all at a time when
demand for service is on the rise and additional best management practices are needed to
meet water quality goals.

Now more than ever, SWCDs need your support as they carry out the important
responsibilities of keeping our farmland productive and our waterways clean and healthy. The
environmental and natural resource protection needs of Illinois are extraordinary and many.
As outlined above, the need for the restoration of SWCD capacity is critical to adequately
meeting these modern challenges.
Once again, we the undersigned, strongly urge lawmakers to support additional funding for
purposes of hiring 65 new conservation employees across Illinois in support of achieving a
conservation mission that benefits us all.
Clean water, healthy soils.
Respectfully,
Association of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Illinois Environmental Council
Illinois Stewardship Alliance
Izaak Walton League of America
American Farmland Trust
Illinois Association of Drainage Districts
The Wetlands Initiative
Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation
League of Women Voters of Jo Daviess County
County of Jo Daviess
East Galena Township
Trees Forever
Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association
Illinois Sustainable Ag Partnership
Prairie Rivers Network
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CELEBRATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

2020
STEWARDSHIP
WEEK
APRIL 26TH - MAY 3RD

Where Would We BEE
Without Pollinators?
Pollinators form the foundations of a
healthy and sustainable future for food
and the environment, but in recent years,
they have shown concerning signs of
decline. It’s important that we work to help
them prosper by enhancing native
pollinator habitats and protecting against
pollinator declines.
Contact your local conservation district to
learn more about how you can help
promote pollinator health.

USE HASHTAGS:
#PollinatorsAtWork

#NACDStewardshipWeek

TAG US:
@AISWCD @NACDCONSERVE

#ILSWCDs

DECADES OF SERVICE,
DRIVING VALUE,
DELIVERING CONSERVATION.
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SAY YES TO SWCDS

Soil and water conservation districts work to
protect Illinois’ greatest assets – the rich,
fertile soils and water resources of the state
through strategic conservation efforts. Soil
and water conservation districts, or SWCDs,
have for decades over played a central role
in efforts to sustain the viability of Illinois’
natural resources for future generations by
working with environmental and
agricultural stakeholders.
Illinois' SWCDs face a tremendous challenge
as they work to keep our farmland
productive and our water supplies clean
and healthy for all citizens to enjoy.
Established over half a century ago in
response to the devastating soil erosion
conditions brought on by the Dust Bowl,
Illinois' SWCDs are part of a nationwide
network numbering more than 3,000. As
independent, local units of government,
districts involve citizens in soil conservation
and water quality programs, both in rural
areas as well as in our towns and cities. In
Illinois, this local leadership has
proven invaluable in helping to preserve our
precious soil and water resources.
SWCDs have been called upon to play an
ever-greater role in protecting our natural
resources by working with farmers,
businesses and local governments. This new
emphasis comes at a time of dwindling
federal, state and local resources. Now more
than ever, SWCDs need your support to help
carry out these important programs
because everyone benefits from clean water
and protecting productive farmland.
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#1 ... NOT JUST FOR FARMERS ANYMORE

Early conservation efforts were aimed chiefly at farmers, the principle stewards of the land.
Today we realize that development activities in our cities and suburbs - not just
farmlands can contribute to erosion and sedimentation problems in our waterways.
Unmanaged rainwater runoff can carry sediment, fertilizers, pesticides, debris, and oil into our
streams and rivers across Illinois. Today's SWCDs serve a variety of "non-traditional" audiences,
including municipal officials, developers and a whole new client group - urban and
suburban homeowners.

#2 ... CONSERVATION DELIVERY INFRASTRUCTURE

SWCDs are the only conservation and natural resource agency with a local presence
statewide. This widespread geographic coverage helps to promote the broadest possible
impact in terms of natural resources protection, while at the same time, retaining the
ability to work one-on-one with local producers and citizens. More recently, the
benefits of statewide coverage have allowed SWCDS to work collaboratively on
watershed or other related issues which crossover geographic or political
boundaries.
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#3 ... TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW

In rural areas, SWCD staff help landowners develop comprehensive farm plans featuring a
range of best management practices to prevent soil erosion, manage animal wastes, control
runoff from farm fields, and protect water quality. Districts are at the heart
of Illinois' conservation partnership, drawing on the technical expertise of USDA and county
staff to assure that plans and practices are designed to meet the standards and specifications
necessary to be effective. SWCDs also develop comprehensive soil surveys to assist local
governments with growth and development issues.

#4 ... A PROVEN TRACK RECORD

Illinois' SWCDs have a proven track record in addressing the needs of the counties they serve.
Supported in part by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Illinois Department of Agriculture and local governments, districts provide
information and technical assistance to farmers and other landowners, developers, businesses
and local governments to help correct and avoid natural resource-related problems. They
oversee a range of water quality protection efforts to enhance farming operations, prevent
flooding, safeguard streams and reservoirs, foster wildlife habitat and address natural resource
impacts from urban growth. A casual glance within your own community will
attest to the work quietly being performed by Illinois' 97 SWCDs. Farm fields and streams
protected from erosion and nutrient pollution, new developments and shopping centers
outfitted with appropriate sediment and storm water controls, and a strong, conservation
minded agricultural industry are among the accomplishments of Illinois' SWCDs.
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#5 ... COST EFFECTIVE TOOLS

SWCDs are non-taxing, non-regulatory bodies of local government. Eroding soil not only
decreases farm productivity, but contributes to flooding and pollution of our streams and
drinking water supplies. Eroding soil can also transport nutrients contained in fertilizers and
animal wastes off the land and into our waterways, where they can cause additional water
quality problems. By preventing soil, nutrients and other pollutants from entering waterways,
SWCDs reduce the need for costly remedial actions. And, by encouraging sound
management practices, districts often improve farm productivity and bottom line results for
agriculture producers, while ensuring an uninterrupted food supply for citizens.

#6 ... SWCDS ARE TRUSTED RESOURCES

Farmers believe in SWCDs, viewing them as a trusted source for governmental assistance.
Perhaps one reason for this perception is the fact that many of the men and women who
serve on the governing bodies of districts are farmers themselves. They understand the issues
and concerns facing small business owners, as well as local natural resource issues, farming
methods and county priorities. Most are familiar with the nuts and bolts of operating a
profitable business. They know that for agriculture to remain a viable industry, environmental
sensitivity and economic considerations must go hand in hand.
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#7 ... ONE STOP ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT SERVICES

SWCDs carry out many federal and state mandates at the local level. The 1985 and 1990
Federal Food Security Acts mandated conservation plans be developed with assistance by the
local SWCDs for all highly erodible lands as a provision for certain federal benefits.
Conservation plans are also required for certain state programs. On the financial front, SWCD
staff help producers determine costs for installing individual best management practices
(BMPs) and eligibility for both state and federal cost share assistance. Assistance with
applications, project design and layout, construction reviews and payment claims is also
provided. In most counties, districts serve as a one-stop shop for farmers seeking a range of
financial and technical assistance services to meet both production and environmental
stewardship needs.

AISWCD.ORG

CLEAN WATER, HEALTHY SOILS.

PAGE 17

#8 ... CITIZEN ORIENTED

Illinois' 97 SWCDs were created by state law in the 1930s to involve local citizens in
conservation planning, erosion, and sediment control programs. Districts function
independently through a five-member Board of Directors. As a political subdivision of state
government, they exercise public powers and receive guidance and assistance from the Illinois
Department of Agriculture. Although districts occupy the same boundaries as counties, they
are not part of county government, nor do districts have local taxing authority. Thus, their staff
and operating budgets are funded through a combination of state, federal and local
assistance. It is this unique three-way partnership that enables districts to
carry out their mission.

#9 ... VOLUNTARY SOLUTIONS TO ENVIRO ISSUES

Nobody wants more regulations or more government. Most people want to be good
environmental stewards and will practice conservation if they know that effective, affordable
techniques are available. Illinois' SWCDs help to educate farmers, as well as other landowners
using field days, farm tours, demonstration projects and workshops which show how
agriculture affects our natural resources and the long-term health of the land. And, Illinois'
farming community has responded by signing up for voluntary programs in record numbers. A
strong research, information and education program is the key to a permanent, voluntary
conservation program.

#10 ... EDUCATING FOR THE FUTURE

Educating our youth on the importance of conservation is vital to protecting the future of
Illinois' natural resources. In addition to working with farmers to protect our natural
resources, SWCDs sponsor a number of programs to educate young people on the critical role
that soil and water play in our lives. Soil judging contests, Envirothon competitions for high
school students and visits to local elementary and high schools are among the ways SWCDs
work to help instill a sense of environmental stewardship.
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WHEN ASKED FOR
YOUR SUPPORT,
PLEASE SAY YES TO
ILLINOIS SWCDS!

Now more than ever, SWCDs need your support as they
carry out the important responsibilities of keeping
our farmland productive and our waterways clean and
healthy. Districts operate diverse programs of natural
resource management throughout every county in
Illinois. Although in recent years they have taken on
additional responsibilities, annual budgets have not
kept pace.
There are many areas where your support is needed.
Staffing is a chief concern. While new responsibilities,
like those embodied under the most recent federal farm
bill, or duties included under new state programs have
been added to the local district's workload, little or no
additional technical staff has been provided to meet this
increased need. This all at a time when demand for
service is on the rise and additional best management
practices are needed to meet water quality goals.
When asked for your support, please say YES to the
SWCDs. of Illinois!
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2019 IN THE NEWS
CHICAGO TRIBUNE, JANUARY 16TH, 2020

FLOODING COST ILLINOIS AND THE MIDWEST
$6.2B IN 2019
THE SOUTHERN ILLINOISAN, JUNE 7TH, 2019

THOUSANDS OF ACRES OF FARMLAND ARE USELESS
AS FLOODING TAXES SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
KFVS, AUGUST 29TH, 2019

GOV. PRITZKER REQUESTS FEDERAL DISASTER
DECLARATION FOR 2019 FLOODING

SWCDS MAKE ILLINOIS
MORE RESILIENT TO
FLOODING.

