
  

Education FAC Minutes 
3/13/2017 

 

 

Present:       

Sondra Baker      
Valerie Keener  
Terry Bogner      
Lee Bunting    
Annette Holmes     
Jerry Snodgrass: Chairperson 

      

 

Absent:   

Matt Hanauer  

Don Beisiegel   

Gerard Fabrizius  

Joe Rothermal  

Debbie Ruff  

Randy Molitoris 

Scott Tomkins 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:10 pm.  

 

Approve Agenda:   Motion: Terry Bogner 2nd: Lee Bunting  Motion Carried 

Approve Minutes:  Motion: Lee Bunting 2nd: Terry Bogner Motion Carried 

 

Partner Reports: 

 Valerie Keener- IDNR 

Valerie Keener passed around a report and gave a brief update about the Illinois Schoolyard Habitat 

Action Grant and the Illinois Biodiversity Field Trip Grant. She also mentioned the new Native Bees and 

Native Milkweeds posters, and shared that the ENTICE workshops have been cancelled for all dates until 

July 1st, 2017, but that registration is open for workshops after July 1st, 2017.  May will be Monarch 

Butterfly month in Illinois, and she mentioned that Mason State Nursery will have pollinator habitat 

seeds for sale. 

Annette Holmes- NRCS 

Annette Holmes reported that the certified planner process is changing nationally.  She shared that 

there is a lot of new information and training. There will now be three levels: Apprentice, Planner, and 

Master Planner. There will be a three year time period ahead for significant training, and she reported 

that they hope some of the training will roll over. She also reported that the Training Safety & Health 

Committee is awaiting new requirements for the new standards. She also mentioned that the Ecological 

Science job will have approval authority for buffers, and they are hoping to go forward with it in April. 

 

Old Business: 

 Sondra Baker passed around an Envirothon report and gave a brief update.   

 

New Business: 

Auxiliary  

Lee Bunting will collect the photo and poster contest applications for the Auxiliary. 

Director Service Awards 

The group was reminded that Director Service Award Applications are due May 15th. 

Teacher of the Year 



  

The group discussed that this grant cannot be given to someone who is not a certified teacher. They 

decided to keep the application as it is. However, if we receive an application from a non-certified 

teacher, they will be contacted in house and asked to designate a certified teacher to receive the field 

trip grant.  The group would like to see how this goes, and will look into increasing the grant for next 

year. 

George McKibben Scholarship 

Jerry Snodgrass reported that he was asked to seek out information on who can receive the McKibben 

scholarship. He reported that he contacted Grover Webb, but has not heard back.  It was suggested to 

ask the Foundation if it is something they can change. However, the group decided to leave the 

scholarship the way it currently is for this year. 

Associate Director or Former Employee Award 

The group discussed this application and decided to recognize an Associate Director or former employee 

if this is filled out. However, they were unsure of how this would be distributed. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:58 pm.  

  Motion: Jerry Snodgrass  2nd: Terry Bogner Motion Carried 

 

Minutes taken by Sondra Baker, Envirothon Coordinator, DeWitt SWCD 


