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What On Earth are you doing for Earth Day ?!
Earth Day is when people around the world hold events to honor our home planet

and to remind everyone about the importance of our ecosystem.

Earth Day Activities
 Plant a tree
 Purchase a rain barrel from your SWCD
 Start a vegetable garden
 Plan a community clean up day
 Recycle old cans, plastic containers, and boxes
 Welcome animals into your yard and install a bird feeder
 Eat food from local farm sources

Make Everyday Earth Day!
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kirbyfarms@yahoo.comPRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - MYRON KIRBY

Hello everyone and welcome to Spring! Up to this time, it has been a very emotional several
months trying to obtain funds so our Districts can survive to do the conservation work Illinois needs
done. Contacting your Legislators and letting them know your story and the funding situation is
working. We have seen the SWCD name in two forms at the Capitol. Please be sure you are thank-
ing your Legislators that sponsored those Bills. Also, be sure you are contacting the Governor and
letting him know why SWCDs are so important to the well being of Illinois.

Your Association Board and staff thank all the Districts for the contacts and events they have
set up with their Legislators this past year. It is so important to keep that line of communication
flowing all year long. Keep up that great work!

Summer Conference is quickly sneaking up on us. Has your District talked about providing a
District Spotlight presentation? This year, we felt it was important to highlight all of the amazing,
hard work the Districts are doing even when faced with financial hardships. We know this will be an
inspirational moment at this year’s conference and hope to have many Districts participate.

Summer Conference award applications have been uploaded to the AISWCD website and
sent out through the IL ALL email listing. I would like to encourage Districts to consider submitting
their award applications. The categories this year include: Outstanding Forestry Contribution, Con-
servation Farm Family, Conservation Teacher of the Year, George McKibben Scholarship,
ISWCDEA Scholarship, Poster Contest, Photo Contest, and Director Service Award. All award ap-
plications and important Summer Conference information can be found on our website:
http://www.aiswcd.org/annual-meeting/

In addition to submitting your award applications, keep in mind summer conference registra-
tion forms are now available. This years conference will include new information and activities.
One activity we are very excited about is an affordable tour outing at Starhill Forest Arboretum lo-
cated in Petersburg, IL. For more information on the Arboretum visit http://www.starhillforest.com/

Once again, I appreciate your hard work and dedication. Happy Spring!

The Association works for the Districts so they may do their job of conserving our soil and keeping

our water and air clean.

District Spotlight Dates To Remember
District Spotlights Will Happen On: July 25, 2016
Deadline to Submit Interest: June 1, 2016
Deadline to Submit a Power Point: July 1, 2016

-Myron
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Legislative Updates
SB2046
This bill was amended by the House to include funding for Soil and Water Conservation Districts at
$7.5 million. This bill with the amendments passed in the House and Senate. The bill was sent to the
Governor’s desk on Thursday, April 14, 2016.
Please thank the legislators which voted for SB2046 and its amendment. Find the legislators which
voted “yea” for SB2046 at the links below.
Senate voting record:
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/votehistory/99senate/09900SB2046_04132016_001000C.pdf
House voting record:
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/votehistory/99/house/09900SB2046_04122016_050000T.pdf

HB4318
This bill will allow IL Department of Agriculture to sell at cost, to qualified applicants, signs designat-
ing an agribusiness that has been in operation for 100 years or more or for more than 150 years or
more, as the same agribusiness. This bill has passed the House with 112 voting “yea.” House
Sponsors include: Donald L. Moffitt - Jerry Costello, II - Sara Wojcicki Jimenez - Patrick J.
Verschoore - Tim Butler, David B. Reis, Andrew F Skoog, Katherine Cloonen, John D. Antho-
ny, Avery Bourne, John Bradley, Tom Demmer, Marcus C. Evans, Jr., Randy E. Frese, Charles Mei-
er, Anna Moeller, Sue Scherer, Brian W. Stewart, Litesa E. Wallace, Kelly M. Burke, Jack D.
Franks, Linda Chapa LaVia,Carol Ammons, Mike Smiddy, Brandon W. Phelps and Daniel V. Beiser

SB3130
This bill amends the Illinois Seed Law to define a seed library as a nonprofit, governmental, or coop-
erative organization, association, or activity for the purpose of facilitating the donation, exchange,
preservation, and dissemination of seeds of open pollinated, public domain plant varieties by or
among its members or members of the public when the use, exchange, transfer, or possession of
seeds acquired by or from the seed library is free of charge or consideration. Provides that various
provisions under the Act do not apply to unpatented, untreated seed that is free of noxious and exot-
ic weed seeds and is distributed within this State by means of noncommercial, interpersonal seed
sharing activities, including, but not limited to, seed libraries and seed swaps. Senate Sponsors in-
clude: Wm. Sam McCann - David Koehler - Don Harmon - Kyle McCarter, Andy Manar, David S.
Luechtefeld, Dale A. Righter, Napoleon Harris, III, Pamela J. Althoff, Michael Noland, Heather A.
Steans and Patricia Van Pelt .



Page 4
Conservation Catchall - April 2016

Raymond Poe Confirmed As Director of
Illinois Department of Agriculture

The Illinois Department of Agriculture issued a press release
on Wednesday, April 13, 2016 stating the following:

“SPRINGFIELD, Ill. – The Illinois Senate voted today to confirm
Raymond Poe as the Director of the Illinois Department of Agri-
culture. The third generation farmer was appointed to the posi-
tion by Governor Bruce Rauner on November 13, 2015.

"I can truly say this opportunity is a dream come true for me. Farming and agriculture
is a big part of my family’s legacy, as the next generation now runs the family opera-
tion,” Poe said. “My goal is to continue to grow this billion dollar industry, and continue
on a path that will make Illinois agriculture something we can be proud of for genera-
tions to come.”

Poe previously served 21 years in the Illinois House, representing the 99th District,
where he served on the House Ag and Conservation Committee. Director Poe also
previously served as President of the Sangamon County Farm Bureau and Lincolnland
Farm Supply.

During his time in the state legislature, Director Poe received several prestigious
awards, honors and certificates of appreciation. Among the accolades he is most
proud of is the Friends of Agriculture Award given to him by the Illinois Farm Bureau.

Director Poe has been very active in his community and with various agricultural or-
ganizations throughout the years. Today Director Poe and his wife Carol reside in
Sangamon County. They have three children, nine grandchildren, and one great-
grandchild.”

Source: https://www.agr.state.il.us/raymond-poe-confirmed-as-director-of-agr-2016/

Save the date !Save the date !Save the date !
State Envirothon

Date: April 27th & 28th 2016
Location: Allerton Park
Address: 515 Old Timber Rd,

Monticello, IL 61856
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matt.hanauer@aiswcd.org

IUM/Watershed Coordinator—D ĂƩ �, ĂŶĂƵĞƌ

website: iswcdea.org
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This month had been a big one for the Illinois Urban Manual. We held a long term planning meeting where
we discussed many issues around the IUM and the update process with members of the Technical Review
and Steering Committees. We got to go over some comments from a user survey that was posted and it
seemed that the IUM website was the area of biggest concern. I will be working to implement some of the
suggestions we received and I’ll work with the Steering Committee to talk about some potentially easier-to-
navigate designs. Keep your eyes open as these changes are made in the coming months. As mentioned in
my last article, a request for proposal was sent out to update our Temporary Sediment Trap standard and
drawing. Those were due at the end of March and I’ll be discussing the proposals soon with the steering
committee.

On the watershed side of things, I got to attend a great meeting in Montgomery County to discuss a new 319
grant for the Lake Lou Yaeger watershed, part of the larger Shoal watershed. They look like they have a
good group that will do what needs to be done to bring funds for implementation to the area. One of the
things I realized at that meeting was that nearly any IEPA or other water quality study has been completed in
a certain watershed, it can be used as a Watershed Plan, meaning you won’t need to take time to write a
completely new plan from scratch. Older plans will have to be rewritten, but you can do that while implement-
ing BMPs, which is a great booster to a 319 application. Anything to get the ball rolling!
I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again, I’m here to help. If your Conservation district is considering writing a
grant for a water quality project, shoot me an email at matt.hanauer@aiswcd.org and I’ll let you know how I
can help you in the process. Thanks and good luck!

Matthew Hanauer

The Employees Association is pleased to be offering a $500 scholarship again this year. Employees, their
spouses, and their legal dependents are all eligible to apply for this $500 scholarship. If you are eligible and
interested in the scholarship, don’t hesitate to apply! If you have someone in your family who is eligible,
please make them aware of this opportunity. The link to the 2015 Scholarship Application was sent on
March 4th, so contact one of your ISWCDEA reps if you need the link sent again. This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for employees and family members to receive assistance in furthering their education and we hope that
all who are interested in the scholarship will apply. Scholarship applications will be accepted through June
30th. Completed applications should be sent to Joe Bybee.

If you have any topics you would like discussed during the employee sessions at Summer Conference,
please pass those along to your ISWCDEA rep. As always, feel free to contact your ISWCDEA representa-
tives any time with any comments, concerns, or questions that you may have. We are always happy to hear-
from you!

Stephen
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gina.bean@aiswcd.org

�ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀ Ğ��ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ�/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�- Gina Bean

AISWCD staff were invited to attend the St. Louis Agribusiness Club meeting on April 12, 2016 in St.
Louis, MO. One of the presentations given was by Patti LaBrott, Director of Corporate and Foundation
Relations for the St. Louis Science Center. She explained that children were asked, “Where does
your food come from?” which they responded with “From the grocery store.” When they were asked
“Where does the grocery store get the food?” they responded with “From another grocery store.”
This was evident that children needed an outlet that would explain to them exactly where food comes
from. This new exhibit will do just that. AISWCD is very excited about this exhibit and hopes it helps
inspire children and adults of all ages to become producers themselves.

Please visit their website for more information.

For More Information On This Exhibit Please Visit:
http://slscgrow.squarespace.com/navigating-the-grow-zones
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AISWCD INTERN - MARQUITTA THOMAS

Marquitta Thomas
ga.aiswcd@gmail.com

Drip Tips !
 Check household faucets for leaks. A faucet with

even a slow drip takes 10 to 25 gallons of water.
Just think, 15 drips per minute add up to almost 3
gallons of water wasted per day, 65 gallons wasted
per month, and 788 gallons wasted per year!

 Keep showers to 5 minutes or less in length. A five-
minute shower takes 10 to 25 gallons of water.

 Keep a pitcher of water in the refrigerator. Then you
won't have to run tap water to cool it.

 Use a broom to sweep your driveway, garage, or
sidewalk instead of using water.

 All living things need water to live. People can live several
weeks without food, but only a few days without water. We
should drink six to eight glasses of water each day!

 Water makes up 83% of our blood, 70% of our brain, and
90% of our lungs.

 Overall, our bodies are 70% water.
 A tomato is about 95% water. An apple, a pineapple, and

an ear of corn are each 80% water.

Fun Facts and Conservation Tips
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>ĞŐŝƐůĂƟǀ Ğ��ŽƌŶĞƌ�- Mike Hoffmann 

General Assembly Passes Funding for SWCSs
Some good news came our way this week as the General Assembly passed SB2046, including
$7.5 million in funding for Soil and Water Conservation Districts. The bill was part of a large
appropriations package intended to address the budgets for universities and community colleg-
es as well as some human services programs. Our inclusion is a good sign that the leaders in
the General Assembly view our services as one of the state’s priorities. Special thanks to Sen.
Dave Koehler (D-Peoria Co.) who expressed his appreciation of our efforts on the Senate
floor during debate on the bill and who made a request for our funds to be added. And special
thanks to all of you who have stayed in touch with your legislators during this protract-
ed crisis.

The bad news is that the bill passed on a partisan roll call, Governor Rauner has indicated he
will veto the bill. The Governor and the Republican legislators say the State of Illinois does not
have the money to pay for the programs funded in the bill.

Should the Governor veto the bill, it will go back first to the Senate for a vote to override his
veto. The Senate (which has a larger Democratic majority of legislators than the House) has
been successful in past attempts at overriding. If the Senate does vote to override, the bill will
then move again to the House, which has been unsuccessful in all of its past tries at overriding
the Governor on budget bills.

Filter Strip Bill Advances
SB 2160 (Sen. John Sullivan, D-Schuyler Co.) passed the Senate unanimously on March
17. The bill now moves to the House under the sponsorship of Rep. John Bradley (D-
Williamson Co.). Under current law, the special assessment for vegetative filter strips is re-
pealed on December of this year. SB2160 would extend it until December 31, 2026.

The Legislative Calendar
Key 2016 remaining for this spring’s session of the 99th General Assembly.

 April-May. Hearing and meetings on the budget and legislation will held as the House and the Sen-
ate debate the many bills that are introduced.

 May 31. The final scheduled day of the 2015 spring session. Can the Republican Governor and
Democratic legislature finally reach agreement on the budget and other issues?

REMEMBER: KEEP YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS EDUCATED ON SWCD ACTIVITIES

MIKE
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Water quality data is an important component of conservation because it allows resource manag-
ers to objectively discern environmental impacts and improvements. But as discussed in part one
of this article series, water quality data comes in many forms, especially relating to data type
(e.g., biological, nutrient, toxin, and habitat). In part two of this series, we will look at another im-
portant water quality factor: time scale.

Sampling frequency determines the time scale of water quality data available. Frequency could
be hourly, monthly, yearly, or even every few years. Hourly sampling frequency typically involves
auto-sampling devices that are programmed to take readings at a set time interval. This can be
very beneficial when studying nutrient, dissolved oxygen, temperature, and chlorophyll concentra-
tions, which can change quickly depending on environmental controls. Auto-sampler data can be
found on http://www.greatlakestogulf.org/geodashboard/ and http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/
wqwatch/ online databases.

Monthly water sampling typically involves actual water quality scientists or volunteers traveling to
the waterbody and measuring the chemical content of the water with electronic probes or chemi-
cal reagents. This is how toxins, heavy metals, and most other chemical variables are measured.
Data on this time scale is useful for detecting long term chemical trends, but may miss pollution
spikes that happen over a time period of days. Example monthly data can be found on http://
watersgeo.epa.gov/mwm/ and http://illinois.sierraclub.org/priorities/water/water-sentinels online
sources.

Yearly water sampling typically involves water quality scientists and volunteers monitoring long
term trends with bioindicators such as fish and macroinvertebrate communities. These number
and species of these aquatic animals collected allow scientists to discern if the water quality is
healthy or polluted. Biological sampling is cost effective for measuring water quality over a sever-
al month to several year span, corresponding to the life cycle length of the organisms sampled.
However, biological data needs to be coupled with chemical data to discern specific causes of
pollution. Example yearly biological data can be found on http://www.ngrrec.org/Education/
Riverwatch/Water-Quality-Map/ and http://idnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=5eb4e472966b49498f4f57aa3b83e3e2 online data sources.

Stay tuned for part three of this series: Water Quality Data Empowers Conservation: Geographic
Scale.
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IL ALL Email
It can not be stressed enough on how important it is for SWCD employees and directors to be on the
Illinois All email system. Many important emails come through this system daily. We understand that di-
rectors do not want all of the emails and that is why a Director email was set up.
Please, as a courtesy, remember to not “reply all” when responding to emails on IL ALL. This email sys-
tem has members from AISWCD, SWCDs, Directors, and Partners.
If you are a director please consider signing up for either email.
Please share this information with any new staff or directors that come to your SWCD.

Benefits of IL ALL:
 Emails from ISWCDEA
 Emails from NACD forwarded by Kelly Thompson
 Dues invoices are sent out through this email and you would know when they are expected back to

AISWCD.
 Annual Meeting information
 Legislative Day information
 Quarterly Board updates and board packets

Subscribe to IL ALL email:
il.all-subscribe@aiswcd.org
When the email pops up to subscribe, all you have to do is type “subscribe” in the subject or memo line
and send. You will receive a confirmation email back from our provider.

To Unsubscribe from IL ALL email:
il.all-unsubscribe@aiswcd.org
Follow the same directions as above but in the subject line type “unsubscribe.”

Subscribe to Director Email: Director-subscribe@aiswcd.org

Unsubscribe to Director Email: Director-unsubscribe@aiswcd.org

4285 N. Walnut Street Rd.
Springfield, IL 62707

AISWCD Mission: To represent and empower Illinois’ SWCDs

Phone: (217) 744-3414
Fax: (217) 744-3420

www.aiswcd.org

M A R K Y O U R C A L E N D A R !M A R K Y O U R C A L E N D A R !

*The Executive Director, Kelly Thompson, has access to email when she is not in the office.
Please be sure to email her if something comes up and the AISWCD office is closed.
Kelly.thompson@aiswcd.org

April 22, 2016 Earth Day
April 27, 2016 Administrative Professionals Day
April 27&28, 2016 Envirothon: AISWCD staff in attendance


