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This year’s Winter Training, with no surprise, was a success! There was much needed
information presented and many interesting sessions with a range of topics.

Thank you ISWCDEA for continuing to put this conference on every year! Even with
SWCD budgets being cut, there were many employees in attendance. Without a doubt,
many had to pay their own way due to their district not having the funds this year.

Winter Training could not have came at a better time this year. It is no secret that fund-
ing, or the lack of, is causing many heartaches in the SWCD family. This was a time for
SWCDs to come together and discuss the hardships that they are all facing. This was
also a great opportunity for SWCDs to discuss the many ways they are continuing with
their daily strive towards conservation.

During Tuesday’s luncheon, there was not a dry eye in the room, when IDOA’s Mike Ra-
he was presented his retirement gift by ISWCDEA and AISWCD. Mike gave a touching
speech that pulled on everyone’s heart strings. He will be missed, but he has said you
never know where he may pop up. Well Mike, we hope you will continue to have a pres-
ence in the SWCD family.

Those touching moments continued when ISWCDEA presented Megan Andrews, Melis-
sa Cauble, and Annyce Winters with plaques thanking them for all their extra hard work
in the past year.

A big congratulations goes to Renee Weitekamp on winning this year’s Outstanding Em-
ployee of the Year award!
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kirbyfarms@yahoo.comPRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - MYRON KIRBY

It’s been a very busy time since last month’s Conservation Catchall!
I had an opportunity to attend they employees’ Winter Training. The conversation and
sessions were very rewarding and offered great information to pass along. I have also
met with the Illinois Farm Bureau twice. The last meeting was their annual convention
held in Chicago. We are reaching out to the IL Farm Bureau and others in an effort to
bridge the funding gap.

Most recently I met with the new Director of the Illinois Department of Agriculture, Ray-
mond Poe. Director Poe has stated in print on several occasions that he understands
the importance of the Soil and Water Districts and our need for funding. On December
14th, we had a meeting in the Director’s office and discussed funding and how the dis-
tricts are working with FSA, NRCS, and others .The director is a great supporter of the
districts and we hope that the Governor hears our message and understands that we
are one of the most efficient organizations working to sustain conservation and natural
resources. NRCS covers housing and utility expenses and all other office costs, howev-
er, the districts cover the employee expenses.

As always, talk to your local legislators and keep the districts’ message consistent . If
you have any questions about what you hear from the Association, please call me (309)
838-9067.

Thank you!

I would like to thank the directors and the employees for their hard work this year. I ask
that you all keep up the good work and help to coordinate a Nutrient Loss Reduction
Roadshow. There are 33 districts that have already committed to the roadshow and I
thank you. For more information on how to organize the roadshow in your local area,
call the Association office .

Even without funding , the districts continue to show effort and are working hard to con-
serve our natural resources, your effort and hard work is appreciated .

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

The Association works for the Districts so

they may do their job of conserving our soil

and keeping our water and air clean.

-Myron
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-Kelly
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Kelly.thompson@aiswcd.org

Happy December everyone!
Wow, 2015 has flown by! Just a few more weeks until we are greeted with 2016. I hope that 2016 brings
many new opportunities and excitement for everyone.

NRCS Contribution Agreements
Please remember to submit your proposed plan of work for the upcoming CRP open enrollment and continu-
ous sign-up workload for February-June 2016.
The proposed plan of work is due to AISWCD on or before December 28.
There is a much smaller pool of funds for this round of contribution agreements than in the recent past. The
emphasis of funding will be given to open enrollment but we have been approved to allow Districts to include
continuous enrollment.
If you decide to include continuous enrollment, please send a memo along with the proposed plan of
work explaining what portion of the work is open enrollment and continuous enrollment.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
Don’t forget to give your legislators a call and even a visit while they are back in their District’s over the holi-
days. We know Districts do a great job of keeping them informed but we need to continue the communica-
tions. Here are a few talking points to use when talking with legislators:
 Remind them District’s pay NO RENT for their building or office space as they are housed with NRCS and

FSA (majority, we know some Districts are not)
 Districts leverage over $300 million in Federal Farm Bill programs to landowners and farmers
 Districts have taken over 70% funding cuts since 2008
Please feel free to add additional items specifically related to your District. They need to know how this budget
impasse is personally affecting each and every District.

IL AG LEGISLATIVE DAY
The Department of Agriculture helps to coordinate a Legislative Day each year for Ag organizations and Com-
modity groups. The IALD will be held on Tuesday, March 1, 2016 in Springfield at the State House Inn. More
details will come if you would like to attend the event.

SWCD LEGISLATIVE DAY
AISWCD has not yet set the 2016 Legislative Day. We will be working with our Lobbyist, Mike Hoffmann to
determine which date would be most appropriate. More information will come in early January.

THANK YOU!
Thank you to all who have sent kind emails and called to say they appreciate the work being done by
AISWCD. This is a very difficult time of which many have never experienced. We appreciate the work each
and every employee and director do in the name of conservation. Keep up the good work and be strong!

MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Enjoy this season and cherish every moment with family and friends!
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H a p p y H o l I d a y s T o A l l !

Know it or not (looking at you, December weather) it’s the end of the year and some of you may
be making resolutions for the next year. As a promoter of water quality, I hope you’ll consider cre-
ating or becoming a bigger part of a local watershed group. Groups exist around the state and
have the potential to do great work not only for their own areas, but also for everyone downstream
all the way down to the Gulf of Mexico and for the state as we strive to meet the goals set in the
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy that was introduced this year. This strategy calls for a 25%
Phosphorus and a 15% nitrogen load reduction by 2025. These are achievable goals! And now is
a great time to start. Water quality losses aren’t achieved in a year or two, it will take several years
before seeing significant results so now is the time to get started! So work with a local watershed
group and starting finding out ways that you can help in this very noble cause.

If there isn’t a watershed group in your area, why not make it a goal to start one this year? Do you
know any conservation minded people in your area? My guess is yes because you have probably
interacted with them through the conservation district. I know most districts have been especially
busy with a shortage of employees, but watersheds can unite districts in a common effort and can
be a source of income for a few years as the project is completed. Also, if the workload is a poten-
tial issue, a district can provide administration and let the group take over the project, meaning
less work for SWCD employees. If you don’t know what steps to take after thinking of a few peo-
ple to join in your effort, that’s where I come in! I can lay out a few steps for you to take, though
some opportunities rely upon what kind of partners are available in your area. Contact me if you
have any questions and I will be available to help in any way I can. Just let me know!

2016 is the year to start improving local water quality.
You have the resources, all you need to do is take the first step.

I look forward to working with you!

-Matt

matt.hanauer@aiswcd.org

IUM/Watershed Coordinator—D ĂƩ �, ĂŶĂƵĞƌ
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This month’s topic:

How to easily get more likes on Facebook and Instagram
I hope everyone was able to set up an email signature last month that did not already have one. I
didn’t get any calls or emails with questions so that is a good sign.
My tip this month is something I stumbled across accidentally. We recently started an Instagram ac-
count and I was searching groups that had partnered with us at the Farm Progress Show. As I
asked to follow some of these groups, I found that they would follow back. It was really that easy!
We are all definitely in a time where we have to become creative and find ways to promote our-
selves without paying a thing. We should be following other groups related to conservation anyway
to become more up to date on activities and issues that are out there.

Here are a few groups your SWCD could follow:
IL Stewardship Alliance The Land Connection
Trees Forever IL LICA
Pheasants Forever American Farmland Trust

Other Information from the Administrative Coordinator
NRCS Documents

Please be sure to make sure your numbers on your Attachments B transfer and match your num-

bers on Attachment G. Many Districts had this problem in November.

NRCS Payments

Payments for the CRP and the November Administrative Assistance have been sent out. If you feel

your District should have received a payment and did not please be sure to contact me.

Aiswcd.grants@gmail.com

Please be sure you are sending your documents ONLY to the grants email address. This will help

Kelly and I’s email not get overloaded. If you have questions that need answered sooner than later,

please send those to our direct email addresses.

- Gina

gina.bean@aiswcd.org
�ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀ Ğ��ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ�/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�- Gina Bean

How to MARKET Your SWCD One Tip At a Time
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SWCD FALL/ WINTER INTERN

Hello,
My name is Marquitta Thomas,
I have had the pleasure of meeting some of you during the quarterly board meetings
and winter conference. I would like to thank you all for allowing me to sit in and learn
new skills.
I would also like to share a little bit about myself.
I am a recent graduate of Benedictine University Springfield. I have a degree in com-
munications with a focus in media. My strongest skills are social media and media pro-
duction. I am able to create business flyers, business cards, posters, social media web
pages, and business documents. My skills aren't limited to just those things as commu-
nications can be a broad field of study.

Most recently I created a account for the local office. I’ve enclosed infor-
mation below on how you can also create a business account and down-
load the app.

You can showcase your SWCD with photos and up
coming events on business.

�ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�ůŝƐƟŶŐƐ��ǁ ŝƚŚ��ƉŚŽƚŽƐ�ŐĞƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ǀ ŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐƵƐƚŽŵĞƌƐ͘ �
Google My business is free of charge and easy to navigate.

Google business is also available in a downloadable mobile app.
Visit google.com/businessUS to get started.

�ůŝĐŬ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�͞ ' Ğƚ�ŽŶ�' ŽŽŐůĞ͟ �ďƵƩ ŽŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƉ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁ �ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĞƉƐ�
ƚŽ�ĂĚĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ��ĂŶĚ��ƉŚŽƚŽƐ�ƚŽ�' ŽŽŐůĞ͘�

Be sure to write down your new google account passcode and user ID.

I’ll be in the Springfield office until January 15th feel free to call me if you need assis-
tance with getting your google business showcased for your district office.

Happy Holidays !

Sincerely,
Marquitta Thomas
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The ISWCDEA would like to thank all the employees and partners who made the trip to
Springfield to attend Winter Training on December 1st and 2nd. In addition to employee de-
velopment sessions, Winter Training also includes the ISWCDEA Annual Meeting. The
election of ISWCDEA Representatives and Officers is conducted each year at the Annual
Meeting.

Congratulations to this year’s newly-elected ISWCDEA Co-Chairs,
Spring Duffey and Thad Eshelman!

Spring is the Resource Analyst in McHenry-Lake Counties and Thad is the RC in Iroquois
County. A big “thank you” goes to our exiting 2015 Co-Chairs, Kara Downin and Sondra
Baker. Kara and Sondra have done an amazing job and have worked diligently to serve
Illinois’ SWCD employees.

Regions 1, 3, and 5 also welcome some new faces as
Representatives to the ISWCDEA Board for 2016.

Welcome Brenda Merriman and Mindy Pratt in Region 1, Jami Kelly and Kris Reynolds in
Region 3, and Phyllis Mace in Region 5!

Congratulations to the winner of this year’s Outstanding Employee Award, Renee
Weitekamp! Renee is the AC in Champaign County and regularly goes above and beyond
the call of duty. Her coworkers and the Champaign County SWCD Board all gave glowing
reviews. She also received her ten year service award at this year’s Winter Training.
Congratulations Renee!

Also at the ISWCDEA Annual Meeting, SWCD employees and partners had to bid farewell
to our friend Mike Rahe and wish him the best of luck in his retirement. Mike announced
that his retirement from the Department of Agriculture is effective at the end of the year.
Mike has been a tireless supporter of SWCDs for decades and he will be sorely missed by
all of us in every corner of the state.

As always, feel free to contact your ISWCDEA representatives any time with any com-
ments, concerns, or questions that you may have. We are always happy to hear from you!

website: iswcdea.org

/̂ t ������ÊÙÄ�Ù�/̂ t ������ÊÙÄ�Ù�/̂ t ������ÊÙÄ�Ù�--- ^ã�Ö«�Ä�D ®½½�Ù^ã�Ö«�Ä�D ®½½�Ù^ã�Ö«�Ä�D ®½½�Ù
/̂ t �����Z�/̂ t �����Z�/̂ t �����Z�¦ ®Ê¦ ®Ê¦ ®Ê Ä�&ÊçÙ�Z�ÖÙ�Ý�Äã�ãÄ�&ÊçÙ�Z�ÖÙ�Ý�Äã�ãÄ�&ÊçÙ�Z�ÖÙ�Ý�Äã�ã®ò®ò®ò���������

Stephen
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Illinois RiverWatch: Engaging Citizens to Monitor and Protect Illinois Streams.
Author: Matthew young, RiverWatch Coordinator, The National Great Rivers Research and Education Center

Water quality is an important issue for resource managers in Illinois, but often goes unnoticed by
stakeholders and citizens. Let’s face it, unless you are a scientist, the dissolved oxygen or nitrate
concentrations in your local stream do not typically draw attention. According to the 2014 Integrated
Water Quality Report, 39% of assessed stream miles in Illinois are “impaired”, meaning one or
more designated uses outlined in the Clean Water Act was not satisfied. With most of these water
quality issues being cause by non-point source pollution, it is more important than ever to involve
citizens in protecting and restoring these streams for the long haul. But do the citizens of my county
even care about water quality? Where do I find information about water quality in my county? How
do I know which streams are improving or declining?

The Illinois RiverWatch Network (RW) was established in 1995 to provide answers to these ques-
tions by training volunteers across the state to monitor water quality each year in wadeable
streams. RW seeks to document long-term trends in stream health as reflected by biological moni-
toring of 37 benthic macroinvertebrate indicator taxa, presence or absence of macroinvertebrates of
“special interest”, and a habitat survey. In this way, citizens are given an opportunity to learn about
the importance of water quality, and are empowered to highlight issues in local streams and raise
awareness through presentations and conversations. Below is an example of RW data from the
2015 RW Data Report, available online at:
https://lewisandclarkcommunitycoll.box.com/s/mxa4tn69pgpluu4y9oadtj3h70lvc0b8

-Matthew

New information coming
your way!

Matthew Young will continue to
contribute to the Conservation
Catchall. Thank you Matthew for
your interesting information and
wanting to spread the word on
what you do for conservation!
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IL ALL Email
It can not be stressed enough on how important it is for SWCD employees and directors to be on the
Illinois All email system. Many important emails come through this system daily. We understand that di-
rectors do not want all of the emails and that is why a Director email was set up.
Please, as a courtesy, remember to not “reply all” when responding to emails on IL ALL. This email sys-
tem has members from AISWCD, SWCDs, Directors, and Partners.
If you are a director please consider signing up for either email.
Please share this information with any new staff or directors that come to your SWCD.

Benefits of IL ALL:
 Emails from ISWCDEA
 Emails from NACD forwarded by Kelly Thompson
 Dues invoices are sent out through this email and you would know when they are expected back to

AISWCD.
 Annual Meeting information
 Legislative Day information
 Quarterly Board updates and board packets

Subscribe to IL ALL email:
il.all-subscribe@aiswcd.org
When the email pops up to subscribe, all you have to do is type “subscribe” in the subject or memo line
and send. You will receive a confirmation email back from our provider.

To Unsubscribe from IL ALL email:
il.all-unsubscribe@aiswcd.org
Follow the same directions as above but in the subject line type “unsubscribe.”

Subscribe to Director Email: Director-subscribe@aiswcd.org

Unsubscribe to Director Email: Director-unsubscribe@aiswcd.org

4285 N. Walnut Street Rd.
Springfield, IL 62707

AISWCD Mission: To represent and empower Illinois’ SWCDs

Phone: (217) 744-3414
Fax: (217) 744-3420

www.aiswcd.org

M A R K Y O U R C A L E N D A R !M A R K Y O U R C A L E N D A R !

 Christmas Eve December 24, 2015 AISWCD Office Closed
 Christmas Day December 25, 2015 AISWCD Office Closed
 New Year’s Eve December 31, 2015 AISWCD Office Half Day
 New Year’s Day January 1, 2016 AISWCD Office Closed
 Martin Luther King Day January 18, 2016 AISWCD Office Closed

*Please note, due to staff using personal time and vacation time that will expire at the end of the year, attendance
in the office will be very limited the last two weeks of December. The Executive Director, Kelly Thompson, has
access to email when she is not in the office. Please be sure to email her if something comes up.
Kelly.thompson@aiswcd.org


