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August 5, 2015

To: Soil and Water Conservation Districts
From: Association of lllinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts
RE: Call-to-Action — Communicate with Legislators

AISWCD would like to remind Districts how important it is to continue to reach out to
Legislators and inform them of current District events, current legislative and financial
needs and future concerns and needs. Please remember to invite your local
Legislators to field days, outreach and education events or visit their office on a
monthly basis.

Your District can never provide too much information to the legislators. Listed below
are a several talking points that you may want to discuss with your legislators during
the upcoming months.

¢ Importance of Districts keeping their current structure — say NO to
Consolidation
o0 Many Districts are currently sharing employees, both technical and
administrative, over county lines
o Over 1/3 of the Districts have only one employee

% Funding is key to survival — include SWCDs in the proposed monthly budget
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District employee insurance — stress the importance of SWCD employees
keeping the CMS-State of lllinois health insurance plan
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Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy — Districts have been named almost a
dozen times in the NLRS document to assist with achieving the 45% reduction
of phosphorus and nitrogen by the year 2025.

0 “The 97 local SWCDs throughout lllinois play a key role in fostering
locally-led conservation work in rural and urban areas”

0 “The SWCDs are a very important asset in the delivery of IDOA’s soil
and water conservation programs to rural and urban customers. They
also assist the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCYS) in the construction of conservation projects through various
programs authorized by the U.S. Farm Bill”

% Also share and invite them to any local field day events or meetings your
District is hosting.

As always, should you have questions please contact the AISWCD office.
Best regards,
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Kelly Thompson
Executive Director



