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What is a Soil and Water Conservation District?

The Soil and Water District is a subdivision of state government. They operate under the
supervision of the Illinois Department of Ag. District programs are administered by a board of
directors composed of five farmers or landowners who are elected by the owners or occupiers of
land in that county.

In 1938, the first Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) was formed in Coles County.
Today there are 97 SWCDs through out the state of Illinois. Some of these Districts are a
combination of two counties, therefor all counties are represented by a SWCD. These Districts
work hard to help ensure the quality of the soil and water for the many generations to come.
They work closely with other agencies and landowners. Their close, strong, and trusting
relationship with the landowners is something they pride themselves on and it has taken many
years to build that relationship up to where it is now.

The Directors follow the “Soil Conservation Law.” The Law provides for the conservation of
the soil and water resources of the District, for the control and prevention of soil erosion, flood
water and sediment damages. The “Law” allows the District to assist in maintaining navigability
of rivers, help control floods and prevent damage to dams and reservoirs. It makes the District
responsible for the preservation of wildlife and forest and for the protection of public land. It
provides for the protection and promotion of the health, safety and general welfare of the people.

To accomplish these goals, the directors work with all individuals, organizations and agencies
interested in soil and water conservation, including people. The directors encourage assistance
in planning and carrying out the district program.

Insufficient funds has always limited District operations, therefore, each year the District
revises, amends, or adopts operational policies to meet current and future needs of a sound soil
and water conservation program.*

 From the Jackson County 1966 Annual Report

By Linda Presler, Jackson County Soil and Water Administrative Coordinator
and additions made by Gina Bean, AISWCD Administrative Coordinator
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Council 1

Envirothon
Northern Illinois Land Use Council 1; often referred to as NILUC 1 is made up of the 6 north west-
ern counties in northern Illinois: Jo Daviess, Stephenson, Carroll, Ogle, Whiteside and Lee. As repre-
sented in our logo above left. Our goal is to provide a stronger voice on natural resource issues per-
taining to this area at the state level of government.

The Envirothon began in 1979 as an “Environmental Olympics” competition in Pennsylvania. The

Association of Conservation Districts sponsored the program and local competitions were held in
three districts. In 1980, the name was shortened to Enviro-Olympics. The program continued to
grow, and in 1984, the first Pennsylvania State Enviro-Olympics was held. In 1988, the name was
changed to Envirothon, and Pennsylvania was joined by Ohio and Massachusetts at the first Nation-
al Envirothon. The program has grown quickly since then, with over 40 U.S. states and Canadian
provinces currently participating. It has grown into the largest high school, environmental educa-
tion competition in North America.

The Envirothon is an exciting, fun way for high school students to learn about current environmen-
tal issues. Approximately two months before our local competition Teachers are given study materi-
als. This study material covers wildlife, aquatics, soils, forestry and a current environmental issue,

that changes each year. Students will need to learn and know certain materials from each of these
areas. Study material combines class curriculum with field experience, while demonstrating the role
people have in important environmental issues, such as forestry and wildlife management, water
quality, and soil erosion.

Our local Envirothon consists of a presentation of each of the five study categories and testing. The
Envirothon has two basic components: the competitions and the training that takes place prior to
competition. The competition is the most visible portion of the program.

Many competitions are held within the state of Illinois. What makes NILUC 1 competition special –
we are one of the very few local Illinois competitions that proved scholarship funding to the win-

ning team. Scholarship funding and event funding is completely funded by local sponsors in the 6
Counties. Teams compete for $2,500 in scholarship money; that is $500.00 per student. Students are
also eligible to accumulate the scholarship funding if their team wins multiple years. Shown in the
picture below is the Dakota High School team that has won our local competition for the past two
years. Three of the students on this team were repeat team members each will receive $1000.00.



In September, 2014, the Carroll County SWCD hosted a 2nd Grade Conservation Day. There
were 100 students in attendance from each of the three schools in Carroll County. Throughout
the day, students had an opportunity to tour different stations and to gain some knowledge
about conservation and natural resources. The stations the students attended were recycling,
bird id, fish, enviroscape & ground water model. This event was a huge success and the teach-
ers said they were anxious for the 2015 event.

807 C South Clay Street
Mt. Carroll, IL 61053

815.244.8732 ext. 3

www.carrollcountyswcd.com



Jo Daviess County SWCD

The Jo Daviess County SWCD is in its first year of completing a watershed plan for Apple Can-

yon Lake Property Owners Association under a Clean Water Act Section 319 grant. The Dis-

trict is completing water sampling under an EPA approved quality assurance plan to assess

loads coming into Apple Canyon Lake. The loads are compared with results from volunteer

monitoring in the lake through the EPA’s volunteer lake monitoring program. A bathymetric

map of the lake was used to determine the volume of the lake to estimate load reductions. The

District conducts stakeholder meetings to develop goals and objectives to aid in plan develop-

ment. The grant also funded an intern to assist with stream surveys in the watershed and a

shoreline assessment, in addition to the stream chemical monitoring. The District also contrib-

utes monthly new articles, website assistance to Apple Canyon Lake, and participates in a three

day “kids camp” in the summer which is watershed focused.

227 N. Main Street

(PO Box 502)

Elizabeth, IL 61028

815.858.3418 ext. 3

www.jdswcd.com/#!



Lee County SWCD

Ag Expo
The 9th Annual Ag Expo is scheduled for Friday, April
24, 2015 at the Lee County 4-H Center and Fairgrounds.
This is event is a cooperation effort from the Lee Coun-
ty Soil & Water Conservation District, University of Illi-
nois Extension – Lee County, Lee County Farm Bureau,
Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Lee Coun-
ty Ag in the Classroom. The goal of the Ag Expo is to
make agriculture relevant to today’s youth through dis-
cussion of science, technology and careers as it relates to
bringing food and fiber to consumers’ homes.

Approximately 330 fifth grade students attend. Throughout the day students will attend 20 mi-
nute hands on workshops covering topics such as beef, dairy, sheep, poultry, swine, goats,
corn, soybeans, seed science, beneficial insects, technology, farm safety, food service, 4-H, etc.
Students get a close up look at how agriculture affects their everyday lives. Approximately 40-
45 volunteers present the workshops bringing live animals, machinery and other great visual
effects

319 South Mason Avenue

Amboy, IL 61310

815.857.3621 ext. 3



Lee and Ogle County SWCD

Outdoor Stewardship Days
Outdoor Stewardship Days is a joint venture between the Lee and Ogle County Soil & Water
Conservation Districts that provides an outdoor education opportunity for the third grade stu-
dents in Lee and Ogle Counties. This two day educational event is held at Lowell Park north of
Dixon, IL the first week in October.

Each year approximately 1100 third grade students and 150 teachers and chaperones come to
learn conservation education. Twenty-seven learning stations are set up by personnel from part-
nering agencies such as Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Illinois Department of Natural Resources, University of Illinois Extension Service, Solid
Waste, and many other local volunteers. These stations include demonstration, activities and
hands on experience on environmental issues such as water quality, soil conservation, forestry,
wildlife habitat, recycling, fisheries, and many others.

Each student receives a tote bag with an animal track finder book, book mark, pencil and a fun
conservation tattoo. Funds for this event come from the Lee and Ogle County Soil & Water Con-
servation Districts and the Lee and Ogle County Solid Waste Departments. The 2015 Outdoor
Stewardship Days will be the 18th annual event.



Whiteside County SWCD

Whiteside Co. partners with JoDaviess, Carroll,
Stephenson, Ogle and Lee counties to hold the En-
virothon Event. The event is held each year at
Highland Community College, Freeport IL. The
Envirothon is an exciting, fun way for high school
students to learn about current environmental is-
sues. It combines class curriculum with field ex-
periences, while demonstrating the role people
have in important environmental issues. The Envi-
rothon has two basic components: the competi-
tions and the training that takes place prior to
competition. The competition is the most visible
portion of the program. The Envirothon conducts
a series of competitions where students are tested
on five subjects: soil, aquatics, wildlife, forestry
and a fifth category that changes every year. Stu-
dents will need to learn and know certain materi-
als from each of these areas.

We also partner with Carroll and JoDaviess Counties to hold the annual 4th Grade Field Day. The field
day is usually held in September of each year at Palisades State Park, Savanna IL. Professionals from
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Cooperative Extension Service, US Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, County Health Departments, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and local Soil and Water
Conservation Districts, among others are the presenters. Topics may include Wildlife, Water Quality,
Recycling, Geology, Forestry, Conservation Law, Agriculture, Ecology, Nature Walk, and Soil Conser-
vation. The instructional stations of approximately 20 minutes each. The children usually seem to be

very interested in the topics but also have a fun time
away for the classroom, even if it is still to learn.

3rd grade Dogwood shrubs. We send notices to the
schools to see who would like to participate in receiv-
ing dogwoods and if they would like presentations or
not. When we receive all the forms by the given dead-
line, we order the necessary amount of shrubs needed
and plan our presentations. Once the shrubs are re-
ceived, we wrap them individually to disperse to the
students on the day we visit their schools. From what I
have seen the students love getting and learning about
them. Last year one student said, “My brother got one
of these last year and it is still growing in our yard”,
that was very nice to hear.

USDA Bldg. 16255 Liberty St.

Morrison, IL 61270

815.772.2124 ext. 3



Whiteside County SWCD (Continued)

Photo and Poster Contests get the registration and rules forms sent to all school secretaries and are
asked to disperse to all the teachers in their facilities. There are deadlines for these contests and once
we receive the entries, they are judged by our board of directors. First and second places photos and
posters will receive prizes. There will be a “grand” prize for the top winning photo. Then the top win-
ning photo and first place poster in each category will advance to the state level, which are usually
judged in July in Springfield.

Kindergarten coloring contest involves sending the information
to all county kindergarten teachers to see who would like to
participate. A photo of a monarch and the coloring pages were
then sent to the teachers and they had one month for the stu-
dents to return them to our office. One coloring page sent was
the outline of a monarch and they were asked to color the best
they could to match the photo. The other page was one they
could just use their imagination on. These are also judged by
our board of directors and first and second places will receive a
prize.

First grade flower bulb give away includes sending the appropriate pa-
per work to all the first grade teachers to see the participation level. The
bulbs then get ordered and once received will be packaged separately to
be able to hand out to the individual students on the days we visit their
school. Short presentations will be available to each class that has partic-
ipated, if they want them.

This is just an overview of what our Education Foundation
does to help with conservation. The function of the conser-
vation district is to take available technical, financial, and
educational resources, whatever their source, and focus or
coordinate them so that they meet the needs of the local land
user for conservation of soil, water and related resources.



Land Use Council 2
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312 East Backbone Road

Princeton, IL 61356

815.875.8732 ext. 3

Each year the Bureau County Soil and Water Conservation District hosts a Conservation Kids
Day for area 5th graders at our Warnecke Woods Natural Area. Our average attendance is
approximately 275 people including students, teachers, staff, board directors, and volunteers.
Children spend the day at various stations, learning about things like hunter firearm safety,
reptiles, fish, insects, erosion, soils, and many other topics. They also participate in a nature-
themed craft station and play water jeopardy. The day is always a success and is one of our
most popular and important educational events.

The District also owns and manages several other natural areas throughout Bureau County,
totaling close to 500 acres of open space. These prairie, wetland, savannah, and woodland
ecosystems provide critical habitat for a wide variety of plants and animals. Many of them
have established trail systems throughout and are open to the public, providing great oppor-
tunities for outdoor recreation.

Bureau County SWCD



Henry County SWCD

The Henry County SWCD has continued to be a valuable advocate and asset for the conserva-

tion of our lands. In the past year, the Henry County Conservation District has worked to bet-

ter our county by putting conservation on the ground and in action by hosting and cosponsor-

ing educational programs, supporting local conservation efforts and promoting the use of con-

servation goods. Below is a list of the activities of the Henry County SWCD for 2014:

 $11,200 in cost-share assistance for conservation practices

 Henry County SWCD Annual Meeting

 Summer Conservation Pond Tour/Demo

 Cover Crop Seminars & Tours

 Contractor’s Breakfast

 Land Use Council 2 Envirothon

 Henry County Poster Contest

 3rd Grade Arbor Day tree giveaway (653 trees)

 Knox County SWCD 5th Grade Conservation Day

 Soil & Water Stewardship Week

 Henry County Fair

 Rain Barrel Drawing

 Conservation Books

 Natural Area Guardians (NAGs) Bird Houses

 “Putt”ing Conservation on the Ground

 Email Signup Gift Card Drawing

 Legislative Day in Springfield, IL

 Spring Bulb Sale

 Spring Tree Sale

 Spring Fish Sale

 Rain Barrel/Tumbling Composter Sale

 Soil Testing Kits for homeowners

 Fall Bulb Sale

 Fall Tree Sale

 Fall Fish Sale

 Maintain the Henry County SWCD website

301 E. North Street

(PO Box 162)

Cambridge, IL 61238

309.924.1167 ext. 3

www.henrycountyilswcd.com



Rock Island SWCD
3020 1st Avenue East

Milan, IL 61264

309.764.1486 ext. 3

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2014

Cover Crop Plot Demo and Field Day

Envirothon

Bald Eagle Days

Conservation Teacher of the Year: Nancy Wolber

Farm Show

Earth Day Fair

Fall and Spring Eco Camp

Rock Island County Fair Booth and Scavenger Hunt

Flower and Garden Show

Women Caring for the Land Learning Circle

Copperas Creek Watershed Tour with Augustana College

Cover Crop Educational Meeting

Awarded NPDES Review Grant

Four Educational Newsletters

Purchased new Great Plains No-Till Drill

Seedling, Potted Tree, and Fish Sales

Technical and financial assistance with conservation practices

Rock Island County Soil & Water Conservation Dis-

trict has a great reputation as a reliable and hardwork-
ing partner. Our partnerships allow us to leverage

our strengths while working with others on common
goals. Our strengths include being local, responsive,

flexible, and team oriented. We also have unique con-
nections and rapport with landowners and talented

and knowledgeable staff. Our partners bring volun-
teers, specialized expertise, specialized resources, and

financial resources to the table.

In 2014, Pheasants Forever (PF) approached RISWCD
to partner in planning and promoting a Pollinator

Habitat workshop. Our connections with landowners
allowed us to target event marketing to potential at-

tendees. Not long after, RISWCD approached PF for
financial assistance in purchasing a new no-till drill

(seen below). PF provided $3500 towards the cost of
the drill. This example barely scratches the surface of

our partnerships. Turn the page to learn about our

exciting, new partnership with Augustana College,
which focuses on the Copperas Creek Watershed

Plan.

AMAZING PARTNERSHIPS

NEW NO-TILL DRILL FOR

CONSERVATION SEEDING

No-Till drills are an im-

portant piece of farm
equipment for successful

and hassle-free installa-
tion of conservation Best

Management Practices
(BMPs) including grassed

waterways, cover crops,
native grass seeding, wetland restoration, and polli-

nator habitat. All of these practices reduce soil ero-

sion and protect water quality.

Drills are very expensive, around $28,000. It does not
make financial sense for most farmers to own drills.

SWCD’s are able to respond to this area of need. Pur-

chasing, maintaining, and renting a drill or charging
for drilling are services provided by most SWCD’s in

Illinois.

After careful comparison of various brands, RISWCD

purchased a new drill that is great for conservation
projects. The drill was used last fall on a wetland

restoration project, and received great reviews. We
are proud to offer this unique conservation service

which is not offered by the private sector.

Women landowners

learned about the bene-
fits of cover crops in

fostering soil health
and reducing nutrient

and soil and loss.

RISWCD was ap-

proached by American
Farmland Trust and

Women’s Food and
Agriculture Network

to help coordinate a
Women’s Conservation Learning Circle focused on

soil health.

RISWCD’s role included marketing the event, regis-

tration, and planning a field tour. RISWCD worked
with a local farmer to coordinate an aerial cover crop

application during the field tour.

WOMEN LANDOWNERS THRILLED

BY COVER CROP AERIAL SEEDING



Rock Island SWCD (Continued)
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY SWCD & COPPERAS CREEK WATERSHED PROJECT

PARTNER WITH AUGUSTANA COLLEGE

Water quality is a resource concern addressed by the Copperas Creek

Watershed Resource Plan. We know soil erosion and runoff are af-
fecting water quality, but we lack concrete data on the impact. Water

quality monitoring data can provide that concrete data— helping us
to better understand the resource concerns and treat them more effec-

tively. We also know that using practices like filter strips, cover
crops, and no-till will help, but how much.? Again, water quality

monitoring data can quantify the reduction in soil erosion and nutri-
ent loss.

Water quality monitoring data will also provide proof that grant dol-
lars are needed for cost-share on conservation practices in the water-

shed. The big watershed grants recognize the importance of monitor-
ing. Developing and implementing a monitoring plan will improve

our grant applications and chance of selection. Even if we are not se-
lected, the data will help guide existing resources and technical assis-

tance.

RISWCD reached out to the Augustana College Environmental Studies

and Geography Departments to assist with designing and implement-
ing a water quality monitoring program for the Copperas Creek Water-

shed. Our request was enthusiastically received by Dr. Reisner, Dr.
Heine, and Dr. Fockler, who were excited to provide problem-based

learning opportunities for their students. Many Augustana students hail from urban areas, so this opportunity to

learn about rural agriculture was especially exciting.

A mutually beneficial partnership plan was outlined. RISWCD and NRCS staff took a class on a tour of Copperas
Creek Watershed in early December (pictured right). The tour highlighted existing conservation practices in the

watershed and the need for additional conservation practices. Students saw existing streambank stabilization, cov-
er crops, filter strips, riparian buffers, no-till, and more. They also saw areas where conservation practices would

be beneficial. Staff pointed out the high cost of these practices and the need for financial assistance.

The students are working in teams to develop monitoring plans. The student plans will be reviewed by RISWCD

and the Copperas Creek Planning Committee, and used to develop a water quality monitoring plan for Copperas
Creek Watershed. The final sample sites will be chosen with landowner approval and support.

Every Geography and Environmental Studies student must complete a senior inquiry on a topic of their choice pri-
or to graduation. Students who take interest in the watershed can choose to partner with RISWCD and the Cop-

peras Creek Planning Committee on their senior inquiry. These upper-level Augustana students will begin collect-
ing samples Spring 2015. The samples will also be processed by the students in Augustana’s lab. The lab work

will follow protocol, and will be completed under the guidance of lab staff to ensure results are valid and recog-
nized as such. Through the summer, RISWCD will hire two interns to continue the monitoring program. The in-

terns will be mostly funded through an Illinois Board of Higher Education Emerging Professionals grant coordinat-
ed by Augustana.

As new students adopt Copperas Creek Watershed for their senior inquiry, we will be able to continue the partner-
ship into future years. The projects will grow and change to reflect where we are in the implementation of the

Copperas Creek Watershed Resource Plan. Augustana champions these types of partnerships—they even have
staff to assist partners with grant writing when the grant provides learning opportunities for their students.

The Copperas Creek Watershed Project provides students with a great learning opportunity, career development
opportunity, and the opportunity to make a real difference. This partnership will also help shape and educate the

next generation of conservationists. RISWCD is excited about the opportunity to share our love for and under-
standing of rural conservation!

Copperas Creek Planning Committee co-chair

Doug Hessman explains farming and

conservation practices to students in

Augustana’s Land Resources class. The tour

started at New Boston Blacktop where

Copperas Creek is channelized to the

Mississippi River.
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Grundy County SWCD

Each September, the Grundy County Soil and Water Conservation District holds a Natural Resources
Tour for all the 5th grade students in the county. This past year, we hosted a little over one thousand
students in a three day period. The first day alone, we hosted one school with over five hundred stu-
dents. While students attend the tour, they go through anywhere from ten to twelve stations covering
various topics involving natural resources. Some of the stations include web of life, conservation po-
lice, migration, wheel of energy, forestry, Build Illinois, and water jeopardy. Students learn a lot of in-
formation while having fun and enjoying the outdoors.

The Grundy County Soil and Water Conservation District hands out Colorado Blue Spruce trees to all
the third graders in the county. This past year, we handed out approximately eight hundred trees. We
hand out the trees during the week of Arbor Day to help the kids celebrate the day as well as teach
them valuable information about trees. We also provide a tree planting instruction sheet and facts about
the tree they are receiving. To date, more than 12,000 trees have been handed out to Grundy County
third graders.

Each year the Grundy County Soil and Water Conservation District participates in the Grundy County
EARTH Expo. The expo highlights businesses and organizations in the county that deal with health,
agriculture and the environment. We have a booth with information about the office and will do little
activities with kids if they come around. We provide information for both adults and children. We of-
fer our rain barrels for sale at this time as well. During the four hour expo, we visit anywhere from
1500-2000 people. This opportunity is great to get a chance to visit with a lot of different people from
the county.

3605 North IL Rt. 47, Suite B

Morris, IL 60450

815.942.0359 ext. 3

grundycountyswcd.weebly.com



Iroquois County SWCD

Iroquois County hosts Lady
Ag Seminar with 72 men and wom-
en in attendance. Speaker was An-
gela Wagner, also from Iroquois
County. Also speaking was Char-
lene Neukomm (in picture) from
FSA; Thad Eshleman, RC with
SWCD; and Solomon Andrews,
NRCS Soil Scientist.

Iroquois County SWCD also
handles the Plat Books that are
printed by Rockford Map for Iro-
quois County. This turns out to be
one of our best fund raisers.

Iroquois County SWCD orders seed from the State Pheasants Forever for many CRP enroll-
ments. We also worked with Pheasants Forever and twenty-three landowners on their
(Pheasants Forever) Grant Applications in 2014.

They have had several producers do cover crops, through CPP, in the last 2 years; held a Cov-
er Crop Seminar in December, and hosted a Soil Health Seminar in 2013.

Iroquois County SWCD also has worked with landowners/operators to seal abandoned wells.

In Iroquois County, the SWCD does all the non-structural eligibility determinations, contracts, job
sheets and seeding sheets for CRP. In October of 2014, the Iroquois County FSA office paid out 3.31
million dollars to CRP participants (direct District involvement 90% of this figure, or 2.97 million
dollars).

1001 E. Grant St., Suite A

Watseka, IL 60970

815.432.6055 ext. 3



Kendall County SWCD

Modular Concrete Block Structure

Recently, the Kendall County SWCD and USDA-NRCS partnered together to provide cost-share
and technical assistance to a local landowner with an erosion concern. Water draining from cropland and
pasture upstream was undermining a livestock stream crossing. In order to stabilize the crossing and pro-
vide a stable outlet for the water, a grade stabilization structure was needed. The type of structure, a
modular concrete block chute, was determined to be the best fit to address the onsite resource concerns.
This structure is the first of this type to be installed in Kendall County.

Modular Concrete Block Structure immediately following construction

Streambank Stabilization: Stone Toe Protection & Rock Riffle

Streambank erosion is a natural process that occurs in all streams as water wears away the soil
and rock that form their banks. As the banks are worn away, streams naturally and slowly establish a me-
andering course. Streambank erosion in Illinois has, however, been accelerated by land altering activities.
As such, streambank erosion has become a serious threat to the land, water, plant and animal resources
along many streams in our state.

When left unchecked, streambank erosion can be responsible for the loss or damage to valuable
farmland, wildlife habitat, buildings, roads, bridges and other public or private structures and property.
This type of erosion is a major source of sediments deposited in Illinois lakes, streams and backwater are-
as. Sediment reduces stream channel capacity, which may increase flooding and streambank erosion, or
reduce the depth and holding capacity of lakes. Sediment deposited in creeks, streams and rivers de-
grades water quality and can destroy fish and wildlife habitat.

The Kendall County SWCD provides cost-share, technical assistance and education information to
landowners with severely eroding streambank sites where effective low-cost streambank stabilization
techniques can be established.

7775A Rt. 47

Yorkville, IL 60560

630.553.5821 ext. 3

www.kendallswcd.org



Kendall County SWCD (Continued)

Two methods, shown below, to stabilize or treat eroding streambanks through our cost-share
program are stone toe protection and rock riffles. These two practices were recently installed in Ken-
dall County along a reach of a creek that was downcutting and experiencing streambank erosion.

Rain Garden

Kendall County Staff installed a rain garden at our office. A rain garden is a shallow depres-
sion, planted with native plants, on your property that absorbs rain water (runoff) from impervious
surfaces, mainly from the roof of a building. As land begins to develop, there is a dramatic increase in
impervious surfaces which increases the amount of stormwater runoff. A rain garden is a helpful
stewardship tool that can significantly reduce the amount of runoff. Such gardens provide an in-
creased functional benefit compared to conventional lawns.

Specifically, rain gardens can reduce flooding, absorb pollutants, recharge aquifers and sustain
wildlife by providing habitat. Since these gardens are planted with native vegetation, the long, exten-
sive root structure allows water to infiltrate into the ground. By allowing for greater infiltration, the
speed of runoff, which can cause erosion, is reduced. Additionally, rain gardens naturally filter pollu-
tants from runoff. As a result, rain gardens improve water quality as well as address water quantity
concerns.

Rock Riffle Stone Toe Protection

Kendall County SWCD Rain Garden



LaSalle County SWCD

The Little Vermilion River Watershed
Committee is a sub Committee of the
LaSalle County SWCD. The LVR
Committee was created in 2000 and
since that time the Committee has
met quarterly to discuss the happen-
ings within the watershed. The Little
Vermilion River Watershed is cur-
rently in a Stage 1 review for a Total
Maximum Daily Load Plan by the
Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency. The watershed encom-
passes 76,190 acres (119 sq. miles.)
Below is a picture of some of the
committee members at a meeting in
2014.

Soils Health Seminar. The push for healthy soils and cover crops lead the LaSalle County

SWCD and Natural Resources Conservation Service to host the seminar for local producers.

1691 N. 31st Road

Ottawa, IL 61350

815.433.0551 ext. 3

www.lasalleswcd.org



LaSalle County SWCD (Continued)

Resource Conservationist, Vicki Heath, showing kids how streambank erosion happens and
how to fix it to local 2nd graders at the annual Activity Day at Shabbona Park near Harding,
IL.

LaSalle County SWCD Golf Outing raises funds

to sponsor four $500 scholarships that go to the

winners of the Section VII FFA Land Use Contest,

Ag Mechanics, Agronomy, and Animal Judging.

The Mark Krenz Scholarship is a $1,000 scholar-

ship available to a LaSalle County high school

senior or current college freshman, sophomore,

or junior who is pursuing a degree in agriculture,

environmental sciences, or natural resource man-



Livingston County SWCD

CTIC’s Indian Creek Watershed Project

Innovative Approach
Indian Creek Watershed Project is an innovative
approach to on-farm conservation systems adop-
tion. It combines:

 Real farmers implementing conserva-
tion systems…while making a profit.

 On-farm research that demonstrates
and measures success of new tech-
niques and technology in a local set-
ting, where area farmers can see how
their neighbors made it work.

 A support network that enables area
farmers, agribusinesses and technical
service providers to learn about con-
servation technology together.

 Public and private resources – both fi-
nancial and technical – to aid farmers
in implementing new practices.

 In-stream data collection to measure
water quality changes.

 Close working relationships with non-
farm neighbors to encourage collabora-
tion.

 An outreach strategy to inform the
public about farmers’ conservation
practices and commitment to steward-
ship.

2010 - 2013 By The Numbers

 100% of the watershed’s producers were
provided assistance with their conserva-
tion plans.

 55% of producers enrolled in programs to
enhance their conservation agricultural
s y s t e m s ( t a r g e t
was 50%).

 Up to 45% of the watershed’s acres en-
rolled in the Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP).

 $101,644 in USDA Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) funds, a total
of 14 contracts covering waterways, waste
recycling and comprehensive nutrient
management plans.

 14 active sponsors showcasing their cut-
ting-edge products, technologies and
equipment in demonstrations and field
days.

 280 attendees at the 2013 Conservation in
Action Tour hosted in the watershed.

 20 acres: average size of nitrogen use effi-
ciency plots in the program.

 5 in-stream monitoring stations installed
by the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency to track water quality in Indian
Creek and the larger Vermillion watershed
downstream.

1510 W. Reynolds

(PO Box 80)

Pontiac, IL 61764

815.844.6127 ext. 3



Livingston County SWCD (Continued)

CTIC’s Indian Creek Watershed Project Continued

Wide Variety of Practices Put to Test
Demonstration plots in the Indian Creek Watershed Project test a wide range of manage-
ment practices and technologies in real-world situations. The experiments analyze:
 Nitrogen use efficiency
 Nitrogen timing (spring, fall and split)
 Nitrification inhibitors
 Fertilizer rate, formulation and placement
 Cover crops
 Controlled drainage
 Reduced tillage

Watershed-Wide Leadership
The Indian Creek Watershed Project steering committee meets regularly to guide the pro-
ject. Committee members include area farmers, a local ag lender, Farm Bureau, retailers,
equipment dealers, a local high school teacher and an area conservation group. Local, state
and federal agency partners and many others serve on the project’s advisory committee.

Partners
Conservation Technology Information Center
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
Livingston County Soil & Water Conservation District
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
US Geological Survey

Indian Creek Watershed Project

Field Tour

Cover Crops Seeding

Using “Rowbots”

Soil Plot Demo

UAV Drone Demo

Fish Shocking Demo

Cover Crops At Work

Water Quality Data
IL EPA
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RESIDUE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCEE

Hancock County SWCD

Auction and Event Center, provided over 120 attendees

valuable networking opportunities and gave landowners
and operators insight to the latest techniques for solving

residue and nutrient management issues while improving
soil health, thus leading to increased efficiency and produc-

tivity.

Speakers shared their knowledge and experiences about

residue and nutrient management and how it reduces ero-
sion, maintains soil health, conserves soil moisture, im-

proves water quality, provides for wildlife habitat, and improves profits. Speakers explained how crop rotation,

soil conditions, equipment selection, and weed control will improve yields and soil productivity for future gener-
ations. Speakers included: Dave Nelson, Vice-President of the Nelson Family Farms and President of the Brokaw

Supply Co; Joe Curless, co-owner of Curless Flying Service; Marion Calmer, CEO of Calmer Corn Heads, Inc.; Ste-
ve Berger, partner of his family farm; Kevin Johnson, Director of Gov’t. and Industry Relation for IL Fertilizer &

Chemical Assn.; Will Cannon, consultant for Precision Ag. and co-owner of family farming operation; David Otte,
Forage Specialist for Green Valley Seed LLC; Dean Oswald, Regional Cover Crop Specialist for the IL Council on

Best Mgmt. Practices; Lori Bollin, NRCS District Conservationist; and Dr. Joel Gruver, Asst. Professor of Soil Sci-
ence at Western IL University.

The event was sponsored by Hancock County’s Soil & Water Conservation District, USDA Farm Service Agency,

Farm Bureau, and U of I Extension and paid entirely for from contributions!

The Conservation Prac-

tices Program is a reim-
bursement cost-share

program funded through
the Illinois Department

of Agriculture. Each year
Soil and Water Conservation Districts are allocated dollars to provide financial and technical assistance for in-

stalling conservation practices for the landowners of their county. Projects are prioritized on the basis of dollars
spent vs. tons of soil saved. Hancock County Received $6900 in FY 13 we were able to use that money to help

eight different landowners. The results below show the benefit’s the program was able to accomplish in one year

with the IDOA cost-share dollars.

CONSERVATION
PRACTICE
PROGRAM

Soil Saved ton per year 506.4 tons per year

Acres befitted 225.1 acres

Sediment Load reduction ton per year 144.7 tons per year

Nitrogen (N) Load Reduction pounds per year 350 tons per year

Phosphorus (P) Load Reduction pounds per year 175 tons per year

110 Buchanan Street

Carthage, IL 62321

217.357.2180 ext. 3



Hancock County SWCD (Continued)

THE WONDERFUL OF WORMS
Abbie Sperry, Hancock County Soil & Water Conservation District Re-

source Conservationist, presented the “Wonderful World of Worms’ to

250 students and teachers on April 13, 2014, during Farm Bureau’s ‘Down
on the Farm’ program. Students learned earthworm facts about worm

anatomy, appearance, habitat, and their home.

KIDS CONSERVATION DAY
At the Kid’s Conservation Day, held on May 2, 2014, at the WIU Kibbe Life

Science Station near Warsaw, Abbie Sperry, Resource Conservationist for the

Hancock County Soil & Water Conservation District, demonstrates to nearly
100 area 5th graders the movement of water through a watershed and the pol-

lution that runoff may cause.
The EnviroScape® Non-Point Source Model was used to show point and non-

point source water pollution and how it affects the environment. Preventing
environmental contamination is vital to our future.

ARBOR DAY TREES

The Hancock County Soil and Water Conservation District donated
white pine seedlings to approximately 235 third grade students in Ob-

servance of Arbor Day, celebrated April 25, 2014. Resource Conserva-
tionist Abbie Sperry and Ag Literacy Program Coordinator Dawn

Weinberg, joined forces and made classroom presentations explaining

the importance of trees. Carthage FFA Chapter (below) assisted by
wrapping the tree roots to prevent damage and help insure survival.

The program allows students the experience of planting a tree and

learning of its importance to the health and well-being of everyone
and our environment. Many benefits can be obtained from trees such

as erosion control, reductions in air pollution, cooling effects on your
home, reduced heating bills, reduction in carbon dioxide levels, habi-

tat for wildlife, wood products – paper, lumber, etc., beauty and much
more. It is hoped that the planting of these trees will be the beginning

of a learning experience that lasts throughout a lifetime.

REGIONAL ENVIROTHON
Five-member teams from Fulton, Hancock, Henderson, Knox,

McDonough, and Warren counties competed in the annual Western

Illinois Land Use Council #4 Envirothon. The Envirothon is a multi-
disciplinary, outdoor, natural resource, education program. Teams

listened to presentations from resource specialists, professionals, and
experts and took hands on written tests in the areas of Aquatics, For-

estry, Soils, and Wildlife. Teams also gave an oral presentation on
this year’s environmental issue. The winners in each of the sixteen IL

Land Use Councils competed in the State Envirothon and continued
on to the National/Regional Competition. Many high school stu-

dents in our counties have committed themselves to understanding

and learning the complexities of solving environmental problems
while working as a team.



Henderson County SWCD

Streambank Stabilization and Restoration Program

The Henderson County Soil and Water Conservation District
was able to complete a Streambank

Stabilization and Restoration Project (SSRP) this past year on an area of stream that was experi-
encing substantial streambank erosion.

The local SWCD treated over 1700 feet on Nichols Branch Stream by installing 4 rock riffles.
The rock riffles will save over 250 tons of soil from eroding into the stream on an annual basis.
In addition to treating the erosion, once the stream is healed we will be creating 1700 feet of
aquatic and wildlife habitat. This project had construction expenses totaling $23,290. Construc-
tion costs included the placement of 524 tons of RR 5 Rock. This practice also reduced the ni-
trogen load by 361 lbs. and the phosphorus load by 181 lbs. on a yearly basis.

For more information on this project contact
The Henderson County SWCD.

323 East Main Street

Stronghurst, IL 61480

Phone 309-924-1167 ext. 3



Knox County SWCD
233 S. Soangetaha Road

Galesburg, IL 61401
309.342.5714 ext. 3

www.knoxcountyswcd.tripod.com

Technical
 IDOA Partners For Conservation – Administer state cost-share program; layout, survey,

and design conservation projects on land and stream banks. Complete cost-estimates on
projects and ranking for funding approval. Work with landowners regarding their erosion
concerns.

 IEPA agreement – Have inspected 25 construction sites since June 2012 for their erosion
and sediment control practices. Organize biennial NPDES permit.

 IDNR CREP – Annually maintain 102 conservation easements for Knox County. Have sev-
en more active enrollments/applications not finalized.

Education
 Abandoned well sealing demonstration, annual
 Land Improvement Contractor Seminar, biennial
 Children’s Education, annual;
 Participate in City’s “Touch A Truck” with our UTV, preschool
 Organize and present “Streams 101” for Silas/Nielson 1st Grade Day
 Present our Streambank table at 4th Grade Ag Day for Kids
 Organize and present “Natural Resource Scavenger Hunt” for Knox R.O.E. 5th Grade

Outdoor Day
 Present “Natural Resource Scavenger Hunt” for Fulton SWCD 6th Grade Conservation

Day
 Adult education event, biennial. Past topics include; Upland Game Habitat, Pond Clinic,

Forestry Field Day, Prescribed Grazing Demonstration, Conservation Cover Crops
Demonstration

 Present at events as requested; Rotary Club, Lion’s Club, D.A.R., Extension 8th Grade
“Real World” event, assist neighbor Districts

 Conduct radio ads, submit quarterly newspaper articles to Register Mail’s Farmer’s Fore-
cast “Conservation Comments”, maintain website monthly

Administrative
 Annual sales of tree seedlings (spring) and fish for pond stocking (spring and fall)
 Sell; Plants and deer/rabbit repellent for trees/plants, soil testing kits for gardens/lawns,

well water sampling bottles for Health Department, and Rachel and Sammy children’s
conservation books (4)

 Two newsletters per year – January and September
 Other involvements; Knox Ag Roundtable, IL SWCD Employee’s Association
 Partners; City of Galesburg, Galesburg Chamber of Commerce, Galesburg Sanitary Dis-

trict, USFWS, Ameren IP (new transmission line coming), BNSF, Knox College, Carl Sand-
burg College, Knox County Zoning Board



Knox County SWCD (Continued)

IDOA PFC cost-share: Knox County, near Abingdon, looking up-
stream of a newly built Grassed Waterway standing on top of the
earthen berm of a Pipe Drop Grade Control Structure.

IDOA PFC cost-share: Knox County, near Oak Run/Dahinda,
the contractor and Knox County SWCD staff looks on during a
Streambank Stabilization and Restoration Program (SSRP) cost-
shared Stone-Toe Protection project.

IEPA NPDES Inspection: Knox County, near Oak Run/Dahinda,
looking north from the new bridge over Court Creek at Barefoot
Road. Practices present; erosion control mat, turf reinforcement
mat, rip rap, inlet protection, rock ditch checks.

IDNR CREP easement monitoring: Knox coun-
ty, previous cropland planted to hardwood
trees is thriving near Maquon, IL.

Abandoned well sealing demonstration: Knox County, the Cowan
Family seals an abandoned well near Delong, IL as part of a public
demonstration to educate landowners. Presenters included; the
Knox County Health Department, NRCS and Knox County SWCD.



McDonough County SWCD

In the last two years, McDonough County SWCD completed a 319 grant for Spring Lake Watershed
(Macomb City’s Water Source). The projects were located in the Spring Lake Watershed. Spring Lake is
a public water supply and a local recreational resource. The project included: A Phosphorus Study con-
ducted on specific points within the Watershed; installation of 65 best management practices on private
ground. Twelve landowners within close proximity to the lake participated in a cost share program to
install: 59 Water and Sediment Control Basins; 2,850 feet of terrace systems; 6 acres of waterways. The
best management practices implementation resulted in the following pollutant load reductions: 911
tons sediment per year; 1354 lbs. phosphorus per year; 522 lbs. nitrogen per year.

Pre-Construction Grade Stabilization Structure Completed Grade Stabilization Structure

McDonough County SWCD held their 15th Annual 5th Grade Conservation Day in September of
2014. This event is held at Argyle State Park and includes all 5th graders in McDonough County. Ap-
proximately 313 students attended in 2014. Thirteen different stations were offered including: Wild-
life, fisheries, soil and water, recycling, reptiles, tree’s, etc. The Raptor Rehabilitation Center from
Quincy attended for the opening ceremonies.

1607 W. Jackson Street

Macomb, IL 61455

309.833.1711 ext. 3



McDonough County SWCD (Continued)

McDonough County SWCD is active in the McDonough County Groundwater Committee.
The committee placed several sewer inlet medallions that can be installed on sewer inlets
warning people not to dump chemical into them, on some of the prominent streets in Ma-
comb City. This is an ongoing project and will continue in the next fiscal year. The district
also participated in handing out free rural well water testing kits (provided by the
McDonough County Health Dept.) during the morning hours of drinking water week (May
6th – 12th), at the local Farm King Store, to promote drinking water week.

Sewer medallion installation

in Macomb City
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Mason County SWCD

Irrigation Evaluation Services
Mason County is an agricultural area nestled in central Illinois and lies on the western edge of
the Mahomet Aquifer. It is comprised of a total of 360,510 acres, and out of that area 273,698
acres are cropland. Out of that area, 134,086 acres are irrigated. Our 1,700 agricultural produc-
ers are fortunate to have the water resources available to irrigate the sandy soil in order to
grow a wide variety of specialty crops (potatoes, sweet corn, green beans, peas, cabbage, green
peppers, etc.) and other crops (soybeans, corn, wheat, etc.). However, with the privilege of an
abundant supply of water comes the responsibility to use it wisely.

Like any other piece of equipment, an irrigation system requires “tune-ups” and re-
pairs. Since 1992 Mason County Soil & Water Conservation District has been evaluating irriga-
tion systems. Data gathered during an evaluation shows producers how efficiently and uni-
formly their system is working, and repairs can be made based upon this information. A
properly working irrigation system uses water resources from the Mahomet Aquifer more effi-
ciently and saves enormous amounts of energy.

Plat map showing the number of
irrigation systems in Mason County.

View from the top of an irrigation sys-
tem taken during an evaluation.

930 E. Laurel, Suite B

Havana, IL 62644

309.543.6075 ext. 3



Mason County SWCD (Continued)

Central Illinois Land Use Council 5 Envirothon
The Mason County Soil & Water Conservation District is very active in our Land Use
Council Envirothon. Mason County SWCD’s Administrative Coordinator is the Coordinator
for this event that includes five counties. We generally have anywhere from 75% to 100% of
our schools participate.

Teamwork equals success during an Envirothon competition
whether it’s taking a written test or giving an oral presentation.

Following our competition, teams are always encouraged
to take a tour of the Jake Wolf Memorial Fish Hatchery
which is a part of the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources.

Another highly popular program is Mason County Discovery Day. This event teaches third
graders a variety of topics with hands-on learning. These pictures show students learning
about erosion with the use of a stream table, and also learning about and examining good and
bad insects.

Discovery
Day



Menard County SWCD

Menard County SWCD hosted a workshop to

educate landowners on the benefits of pre-

scribed burns.

The Menard County SWCD partnered with the

USFW, Ducks Unlimited, and NRCS to construct

a wetland and streambank stabilization project at

Old Chautauqua.

This 12 acre waterway project involved co-
operation between 4 landowners and saves
approximately 1176 tons of soil per year.

An informational meeting titled "Farming for
Profit" was presented by the Menard Co.
SWCD, the Illinois Stewardship Alliance, and
NRCS. Topics included Cover Crops, Nutrient
Management, and the 2014 USDA Farm Bill.

17781 Village Green Road

Petersburg, IL 62675

217.632.7590 ext. 3

www.menardswcd.org



Menard County SWCD (Continued)

This streambank stabilization project was completed at Lincoln's New Salem State Historic Site,
and involved coordination with IDOT, IDOA, and the Historic Preservation Agency. The rock
riffles reduced the rate of water flow, alleviating the chronic problem of water running across
State Highway 97.

The Menard County Soil and Water Conservation District held a free informational meeting

called “Hunting the Land”. Approximately 100 people attended the meeting, which was or-

ganized due to an increase in interest from landowners in establishing wildlife habitat. This

meeting presenters Mark Beck, Co-Founder of HuntingPro Properties spoke on Land Leases;

Kevin Bettis, DNR Conservation Officer, spoke on Conservation and Hunting Laws; and Dave

Howell and Jerry Johnson, from the Quail and Upland Game Alliance spoke on establishing

wildlife habitat and the benefits. Staff from the SWCD, Natural Resources Conservation Ser-

vice, Farm Service Agency, US Fish and Wildlife, Department of Natural Resources CREP

Program, Pheasants Forever, Quail Unlimited and a representative from Kentucky represent-

ing Roundstone Seed were available to answer questions and offer available assistance.



Menard County SWCD (Continued)

Every year the Menard County SWCD partners with the Menard Co. Farm Bureau, University

of Illinois Extension - Sangamon/Menard Unit, and the Sangamon-Menard Ag Education

Partnership to hold an educational event called Ag Discovery Day. Approximately 200 fifth

grade students from all county schools are bussed to the Menard Co. Fairgrounds, where pre-

senters from various partner agencies and organizations teach them a variety of subjects. This

past year, the subjects included conservation practices to prevent streambank erosion, recy-

cling, Illinois wildlife, minerals and rocks (geology) in Illinois, fisheries biology, veterinary

medicine, and farm machinery and safety. Following lunch, students participate in a trivia

tournament to assess what they have learned throughout the day. The classroom with the

highest score from their school district is awarded a potted tree to take with them.
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DeWitt County SWCD
5920 Revere Road

Clinton, IL 61727

217-935-6504 ext. 3

http://www.dewittcountyswcd.org/

Clinton Lake Watershed
Shoreline Stabilization Project

Clinton Lake and the surrounding watershed had
been experiencing sedimentation and contaminants
which are threatening the health and recreational
value of the lake and its tributaries. The source is
due to minimal public awareness regarding water
quality issues and influences; nonpoint source run-
off from agricultural and residential practices, in-
cluding conventional tillage and application of nu-
trients; and exposed stream banks and lakeshore
throughout the watershed.

Clinton Lake was inspected by boat at 21 locations
around the lake and the shoreline was in horrible
need of repair. Many structures were being threat-
ened by erosion; all of the locations were photo-
graphed and surveyed. The Clinton Lake Water-
shed Management Plan was initiated in 2005 and a
319 Grant Illinois Environmental Protection agency
was applied for by DeWitt County Soil and Waters’,
Resource Conservationist, Shelley Finfrock, and re-
ceived to protect one mile of shoreline. The lake is
unique in that it is privately owned by Exelon Pow-
er Companies, but the ground around it is leased by
IDNR. Both IDNR and Exelon have had a hand in
the project and Exelon has contributed greatly to

the funding.

(Continued on next page)



DeWitt County SWCD (Continued)

(Continued from previous page)

Several Goals were outline for the im-
provement along with repairing the
damage to the shoreline. Such as reduc-
ing sedimentation by increasing conser-
vation practices and Best Management
Practices used in livestock operations.

Encourage changes for Contaminant
reduction and Fisheries by increasing
the viability of the Clinton Lake as a rec-
reational fishing site by adjusting man-
agement and stocking procedures. Also
increasing water quality which would
reduce the amount of fecal coliform be-
ing deposited by reducing the number
of production animals using the stream
as a watering facility.

One of the bigger items was to increase
public awareness by cultivating future
citizen’s interest and leadership in con-
servation and natural resource by edu-
cating children at schools in the water-
shed. Targeting environmental educa-
tion programs that would involve both
on and off site programs.

The stabilization work began in the lake
June of 2011 and 1 mile of shoreline
were completed in August of 2011.



Logan County SWCD

The Logan County Soil & Water Conservation District works closely with the Land Of Lincoln Soil

Savers Club. The club was organized by the District on March 29, 1984 and continues to be a posi-

tive influence for Logan County and surrounding areas. The Club typically holds 2-4 functions per

year with featured speakers covering various topics related to no-till/strip till, agronomy, marketing

and economics.

Pictured above is Club Chairman, Allen Sasse of Beason, preparing to share information on a recent

trip to New Zealand and Australia.

The club and the district are co-sponsoring an upcoming meeting in March. Dr. Joel Gruver, assis-

tant professor at Western University, will be discussing the value and management of cover crops.

1650 5th Street Road

Lincoln, IL 62656

217.735.5508 ext. 3

www.loganswcd.org



Macon County SWCD
4004 College Park Road, Decatur IL 62521

217-877-5670 Ext 3

maconcountyswcd.com/index.html

Connect with us on Facebook!

Federal Funds for Conservation

Two US EPA grants will bring in $500,000 for conservation over the next two years

In 2014, the Macon Co SWCD received almost $500,000 for over 20 different projects in the

county. Source water protection for Lake Decatur (Decatur’s drinking water source and inte-

gral to global agribusinesses Archer Daniels Midland and Tate & Lyle) is necessary to prevent

sediment and nutrients from inundating the Lake. By working with upstream landowners to

reduce erosion on their ag lands, the SWCD helps guarantee the lifespan, and water quality,

of the Lake.

Macon County Receives Regional Conservation Partnership Program

Partnering with groups across the state, Macon County will begin to implement the Regional

Conservation Partnership Program—dedicating $500,000 to ag conservation over the next 5

years. Statewide, agencies see the importance of finding local solutions to national water

quality concerns.

Our strong partners include: Illinois Fertilizer & Chemical Association, Metropolitan Water

Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, Archer Daniels Midland Co, Tate & Lyle, City of

Decatur, and many local agencies.



Macon County SWCD (Continued)

Conservation Cropping Demo Plots

5 year study aims to find economic and environmental benefits of systems
that utilize reduced tillage, nutrient management, and cover crops

Two 40-acre plots in Macon County will show a side-by-side analy-
sis of the operator’s traditional management system with a conserva-
tion cropping system. Input costs and yield data will be collected,
along with yearly soil health samples. Hopefully data will show not
only the economic benefits of choosing a conservation cropping sys-
tem, but environmental benefits will be clear as well.

Farming with environmentally sound practices,
while still being economically viable, can be done.

The Rainfall Simulator is available for interactive displays at
conferences, schools, field days and other demonstrations.

The Rainfall Simulator unit provides an effective visual demonstration of the power of a raindrop on

the soil surface. The rainfall simulator is able to demonstrate a storm event with a chosen rainfall in-
tensity to a confined soil surface
area. Most importantly it pro-
vides the educational experience
for farmers, landowners, and
natural resource agents to wit-
ness how much water moves off
or infiltrates into the soil. This is
an opportunity for them to dis-
cuss alternatives, to hybridize
their management, and to adapt
tillage equipment to optimize
water flow and crop develop-
ment. For the urban population
the rain simulator shows the
benefits of rain barrels and rain
gardens.



McLean County SWCD

Mackinaw Drinking Watershed Project

This project is a partnership between the McLean County SWCD, City of Bloomington, The Nature Conservan-
cy, McLean County NRCS, McLean County FSA, Environmental Defense Fund, Illinois State University and Uni-

versity of Illinois. Its focus is on the promotion of the CRP CP-39 constructed wetlands program in the Money
Creek and Six Mile Creek watersheds. Under CRP CP-39 landowners construct small wetlands specifically to

“trap and treat” tile drained row crop runoff that naturally reduces nitrogen and phosphorus levels before the
tile water enters the streams. These wetlands are also engineered not to interfere with field drainage. Below are

two examples of our McLean County constructed wetlands.

402 North Kays Drive

Normal, IL 61761

309.452.0830 ext. 3

Shoreline Protection

McLean County SWCD, the City of Bloomington, and a grant from EPA were responsible for the installation of
1,100 feet of shoreline protection, and 100 feet of fish lunkers at Comlara Park, Evergreen Lake. The project re-

quired 1,250 ton of RR4 rock to accomplish the job. The shoreline's obvious erosion issues were becoming a haz-
ard for the Comlara beach area, but now after completion serves as excellent habitat for aquatics and a stable

shoreline for the park.

Friends of EverBloom

McLean County SWCD has closely partnered with a local nonprofit organization
that focuses on the preservation of Lake Bloomington and Evergreen Lake. Friends

of Everbloom is a well-supported organization that has been awarded grant oppor-
tunities for conservation work in conjunction with the district. Some of those pro-

jects include shoreline protection, and stream bank stabilization. Our involvement
with this organization also produced Lakes Fest, a fall festival that raised awareness

about conservation and recreational activities at the Lakes. The event included edu-
cational boat rides, a 5k race, youth fishing, youth shooting, bat house construction,

pond shocking demonstrations and habitat information.



McLean County SWCD (Continued)

Cover Crops

This year McLean County SWCD held multiple tours, and a workshop to educate producers and Certified Crop
Advisors about soil health and cover crops. This joint effort was made possible by the Illinois Department of Ag-

riculture, American Farmland Trust, The Nature Conservancy, NRCS and McLean County SWCD. The IDOA
sponsored two cover crop plots along I55 with signage to promote it. We then utilized those plots, and many oth-

er producer fields to showcase cover crops in two separate tours. Attendees were educated on soil health by
Roger Windhorn "NRCS Soil Scientist" and then were able to tour multiple sites showing different types, species,

and level of management by each producer. In the spring we revisited those same fields, before any mechanical
disturbance. At one location we had a soil pit dug in a cover crop field to demonstrate the real benefit they have

on soil health. The soil health seminar was geared towards Certified Crop Advisors and Agri business profes-

sionals looking to gain Soil and Water Credits. We had many speakers and informative discussions on cover
crops and soil health.

Conservation Cropping Seminar

On March 13th McLean County SWCD, Illinois Department of Agriculture, NRCS, Illinois Stewardship Alliance
and the American Farmland Trust held a Conservation Cropping Systems Seminar in Normal IL. The event

highlighted soil health improvements, cover crop success, and wise nutrient management. Attendees were able
to hear from farmers, meet experts, and share their own knowledge with others. Over 150 Agribusiness profes-

sionals, farmers, and staff attended this meeting.

Youth Conservation Education

Earth Express is an interactive, educational trailer used by SWCD employees
to educate students around McLean County on important conservation prac-

tices. Earth Express visited 14 different schools and 30 classrooms, seeing 731
students in the fall, but it also traveled to Party for the Planet, an event at

Miller Park Zoo to celebrate Earth Day promoting conservation to around 200
children and families at the event. Earth Express is also shared with Living-

ston County SWCD.

McLean County SWCD partnered with Prairielands Preservation Founda-
tion at Conservation Family Day, held June 21st at Comlara Park at Ever-

green Lake which had 250 attendees. Families participated in fishing, ar-
chery, aquatic education, habitat education and more.

McLean County SWCD Conservation Day is held annually and offered to
all 3rd grade classes in McLean County. Last year we had 500 students/

teachers attend to learn about conservation at



Moultrie County SWCD

The Moultrie County Soil and Water Conservation District coordinates the activities of feder-
al, state and local agencies to provide conservation services and monetary assistance to our
local landowners. The Moultrie Co. SWCD administers the Conservation Practices Program
(CPP) which is funded through the State of Illinois. The program provides cost-share assis-
tance and other financial incentives for:

1. The construction or adoption of projects that conserve soil and protect water quality. For
example: Grass waterways, terraces and grade stabilization structures.

2. Water Well Decommissioning projects to safely decommission inactive water wells and
help reduce the potential for underground pollution.

3. Nutrient Management Planning

4. Cover Crops

The Moultrie Co. SWCD has farm equipment for rent. The district owns two John Deere 15’
drills with grass seed attachment, a Great Plains 7 ½’ grass seed drill, a small 60” Woods
Frame seeder, and a scraper. To rent any of this equipment listed, please call the district of-
fice at 217-728-7921 x3 to get the rental scheduled. We do our best to accommodate the needs
of all our customers using the rental equipment.

The Moultrie County SWCD is very active with Ag in the Classroom . The district employs a
part time Ag in the Classroom coordinator. We are very proud of your Ag in the Classroom
program and hope to continue to teach our children about farming as well as the products
that are made from the crops grown in Moultrie County and all over the world.

Stop by the office or give us a call about your conservation needs. Our staff - Tammy Clay-
ton, Resource Conservationist and Administrative Coordinator, Sue Yarnell, Ag in the Class-
room Coordinator and Andy Bratner, USDA District Conservationist with the Natural Re-
source Conservation Service. Our Board of Directors are Bob Horsman, Chairman, Kenny
Ruff, Vice Chairman, J.C. Fitzgerald Secretary/Treasurer, Gary Emel, and Tyson Grooms.

We salute the conservation minded farmers in Moultrie County!!

1412A South Hamilton Street

Sullivan, IL 61951

217.728.7921 ext. 3
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Clark County SWCD

FIFTH GRADE AG/CONSERVATION DAY
One of the most rewarding events sponsored by the Clark Count SWCD is Fifth Grade Ag/Conservation Day.
Back in the summer of 1993, the SWCD work with partners from the U of I Extension, Farm Bureau and Natural

Resources Conservation Service to plan the event. Later that fall the first Ag/Conservation Day was held, and
fifth grade students from the three Clark County schools participated. Ag/Conservation Day takes place on a

local farm, where students are presented information on various topics relating to agriculture and conservation.
These topics include farming 101, renewable energy, water quality, forestry, wildlife, crop production, livestock

production and farm safety. Students are provided with a ‘hands on’ learning experience. Also, in conjunction
with the event, the SWCD sponsors a conservation poster contest. The contest theme relates to the information

presented to the students. The Expo continues to be held in the fall, with this year being the 21st year.

AG CAREER WORKSHOP
The Clark County SWCD partners annually with the local Farm Bureau and U of I Extension Service to sponsor

an Ag Career Workshop each February. This event involves junior and senior VoAg students from all Clark

County high schools; Martinsville, Marshall and Casey/Westfield. The workshop is very ‘hands on’ in which
students participate in a variety of activities pertaining to careers, placement, interviewing and employment.

Speakers for the workshop include local Ag business owners and local junior college placement officers. The
students then take an afternoon field trip to tour one of the areas larger agriculture businesses.

1001 N. York

Martinsville, IL 62442

217.382.4123 ext. 3



Clark County SWCD (Continued)
CONSERVATION AIR TOUR

For over 40 years, the Clark County SWCDS has, and still sponsors a Conservation Air

Tour. The event began when local farmers were interested in seeing the drainage pat-

terns, and problems on their crop fields. To accommodate their needs, the SWCD
worked with the local airport and their Airport Booster Club, to organize the Air Tour.

That first event was more successful than expected, and the popularity continues.
While the majority of flyers are local farmers interested in evaluating their fields from

the air, a good number of people come for an airplane ride around the county.

Now, the annual Conservation Air Tour is jointly sponsored by the Clark and Cumber-
land SWCD’s, with the assistance of ‘Sky’s the Limit’ in Casey. Planes and pilots are

provided by the Casey Airport Booster Club. All proceeds from this event were donat-

ed to the Club

ARBOR DAY
In 1994, the Clark County SWCD began celebrating Arbor Day, with all of the third grade classes in the coun-

ty, Students are given a program on Arbor Day and the importance of trees. In addition, the SWCD purchases

a tree for each school, and the students participate in a planting ceremony. As an Arbor Day gift, all students
receive a tree seedling, compliments of IDNR, to take home and plant. The SWCD also works with local Tree

Committee in which the sixth grade classes meet at Lincoln Trail State Park, for an Arbor Day program and
group planting of native prairie plants and trees at the Park.

STREAMBANK PROTECTION
With well over 100 miles of streams meandering through Clark County, water quality improvement has been,

and is, a priority of the Clark County SWCD. Streambank erosion has been a detriment to the quality of water

flowing through the county, due to increased sedimentation and nutrient loading. In 1999, the Clark County
SWCD began using the Illinois Department of Agriculture’s, Streambank Stabilization and Restoration Program

(SSRP) to fund streambank stabilization projects. Since then, the cost assistance program has been used annually
on several streams. Tons of sediment and nutrients have been prevented from entering open water bodies in

Clark County, as a result of the SSRP program.

A series of rock stream barbs
were installed along the North
Fork of the Embarras in south-
ern Clark County. The barbs
were used to stabilize the bank
and reduce the sedimentation
and nutrient runoff in the wa-



Edgar County SWCD

Edgar County has worked with local land owners on Streambank Stabilization. Their latest

project was saving 300 feet of bank from washing away.

Before: Bank Erosion

Edgar County SWCD has
worked with land owners
on creating their water-
ways, filterstrips and
field borders. They also
meet with land owners to
develop conservation
plans on their farms to
help with erosion.

After the project

11757 IL Hwy 1

Paris, IL 61944

217.465.5325 ext. 3



Vermilion County SWCD

1905-A US RT 150

Danville, IL 61832

217.442.8511 ext. 101

Vermilioncountyswcd.blogspot.com



Vermilion County SWCD (Continued)
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Brown County SWCD

The Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District believes
in the importance of teaching our youth about agriculture and conservation.

LEFT: 3rd Graders learn about trees at the Ar-
bor Day event held at Moore Park. Activities
included leaf characteristic booklets, Arbor
Day Croquet and Soccer, tree cookie necklac-
es and a nature walk. MIDDLE: SWCD direc-
tor Steve Reich teaches about swine at the Ag
Day observance for all county students while
SWCD employee Charla Meyers teaches
about sunflowers. Bottom: SWCD director
Curt Boylen presents “The Cat in the Hat” at
Dr. Seuss Ag Day talking about the many
hats a farmer wears in his occupation while
SWCD employee Charla Meyers presents
“The Lorax” using the enviroscape model to
depict the effects of human activity on natu-
ral resources.

511 E. Main

Mt. Sterling, IL 62353

217.773.3993 ext. 101



Brown County SWCD (Continued)

Partners for Conservation Cost-Share Program
Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District

Veith Farms LLC Left: Before construction, this area of
concern experienced erosion at the rate of 27 tons per
acre per year. Ephemeral erosion caused ditches 2’x2’ in
size throughout the area. Below: The installation by
Ward Tiling of two basins, risers, and associated tile cor-
rected this issue as well as protected five cropland acres.

David McCormick Bottom: George Sheets constructed two basins and installed risers and tile to con-
trol soil loss from 180 tons per year to within tolerable limits. The project protects ten acres of cropland.

The owners took advantage of the District managed Partners for Conservation – CPP cost-share pro-
gram which enabled them to be reimbursed for a portion of the installation cost.

10”x12” folder placed in a ditch.



Calhoun County SWCD

Student Outreach

 Chicago Classroom visits last seven years with Farm Bureau (average 30 students, 2 teachers)

 Barn Yard Day (Average 250 students 15 teachers) - 3 years

 Arbor Day (Average 60 yearly)

 Earth Day—Local grade school 3rd graders (31) Also the district donates a tree for the students to plant.

 &ŽƌĞƐƚƌǇ�&ŝĞůĚ�ĚĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�ϲƚŚ�ŐƌĂĚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�;Ăǀ ĞƌĂŐĞ�ϭϮϱ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚͿ͘�t Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ϳ ƚŚ�&ŝĞůĚ��ĂǇ͘

 FFA Alumni President

 FFA Judging

 &&���ƵĐƟŽŶ

 4-H Ag Science Judge

 Envirothon

 Farm Safety Day Camp (Average 110)

 Ag Surveying Class

 Ag Class—Forestry and Fish

 �ŽŶƐĞƌǀ ĂƟŽŶ��ĂǇƐ�Λ �WĞƌĞ�D ĂƌƋƵĞƩ Ğ�Θ�:ĂĐŬƐŽŶǀ ŝůůĞ

 Watershed Park at the IL State Fair

Adult Outreach

 Forestry Field Day for Adults including WRP Tour

 &ĂƌŵůĂŶĚ��ƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�D ĞĞƟŶŐƐ

 Arial & Topo Maps

 Plat Books

 We are planning a cover crop tour through IL Department of Agriculture

 �ŐƌŽ�&ŽƌĞƐƚƌǇ�D ĞĞƟŶŐ

 �ŶĞƌŐǇ�/ŶŶŽǀ ĂƟŽŶ�t ŽƌŬƐŚŽƉ

 Wetland Workshop

 �ŽŶƐĞƌǀ ĂƟŽŶ�̂ ĞĞĚ

 Pond Management Workshop

 Fair Display

P.O. Box 516

Hardin, IL 62047

618.576.2717 ext. 3



Cass County SWCD

dŚĞ��ĂƐƐ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�̂ Žŝů�Θ�t ĂƚĞƌ��ŽŶƐĞƌǀ ĂƟŽŶ��ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ĂŶŶƵĂůůǇ�ŚŽůĚƐ�Ă�ƉŽƐƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĞƐƐĂǇ�ĐŽŶƚĞƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ǇŽƵƚŚ ͘ ��dŚĞ�ϱth

grade students do a poster and the 6th grade students do an essay. The topic for this year’s contest was Hardworking

WŽůůŝŶĂƚŽƌƐ͘ ��dŚĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ŚĂĚ�Ϯϰϰ�ƉŽƐƚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ũƵĚŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ϲϴ�ĞƐƐĂǇƐ͘ ��dŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŝŶ��ĂƐƐ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ͗ ���-C

�ĞŶƚƌĂů͕��ĞĂƌĚƐƚŽǁ Ŷ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ��ĐĂĚĞŵǇ͕�' ĂƌĚ͕ �dƌŝŶŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�s ŝƌŐŝŶŝĂ͘ ��dŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ǁ ŝŶŶĞƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĞĂĐŚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶǀ ŝƚĞĚ�

ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ͘��dŚĞ�Žǀ ĞƌĂůů�ǁ ŝŶŶĞƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ăůů�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀ ĞƐ�Ă�ƉůĂƋƵĞ�ƚŽ�ŬĞĞƉ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƵŶƟů�

ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ǇĞĂƌ͘��dŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͛Ɛ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ�ǁ ĂƐ�dŽŵ�, ĂǇĞƐ͕ ��ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ�, ĂƚĐŚĞƌǇ�D ĂŶĂŐĞƌ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�:ĂŬĞ�t ŽůĨ�

Fish Hatchery.

dŚĞƐĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽƐ�ƐŚŽǁ �ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽƵƌ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚĞĞƐ�Ăƚ�ŽƵƌ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘��

652 S. Main Street

Virginia, IL 62691

217.452.3535 ext. 3



Greene County SWCD

The Greene County Soil and Water Conservation District directly administers or assists in im-
plementing local, state, and federal programs that include the State of Illinois Partners for Con-
servation Cost-Share Program, Federal Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), State and Feder-
al Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), Federal Environmental Quality Incen-
tive Program (EQIP), and the Federal Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). Total dollars
distributed throughout Greene County because of these programs totaled $3.6 million dollars.

Under the CREP program Greene County SWCD currently holds deeds to 20 state permanent
easements totaling 1,471.88 acres and 2 fifty year federal easements totaling 335 acres of envi-
ronmentally sensitive land. The Greene County SWCD is responsible for the monitoring and
oversight of these state easements. Applications to place environmentally sensitive land in the
CREP 15, 35 or perpetual state easement program are currently being taken.

The Greene County SWCD holds both the Spring and Fall Pond Stocking Programs, offering
pond owners a large variety of pond stocking fish. The district also owns a Great Plains No-
Till Seeder that is used on approximately 600 acres a year. It is mostly used for CRP seeding,
wildlife food plots, pasture reseeding and occasionally alfalfa and clover fields.

FY 2014 HIGHLIGHTS

RR 3, Box 129

Carrollton, IL 62016

217.942.5464 ext. 101



Schuyler County SWCD

The Schuyler County Soil and Water Conservation District participated in Ag Day on the
Square May 2, 2014. District staff served on the planning committee and presented a Re-
sources Scavenger Hunt for 176 5th and 6th grade students. The kids learned about renewable
and non-renewable resources.

715 Macomb Road

Rushville, IL 62681

217.322.3359 ext. 3



Scott County SWCD

The Scott County SWCD cooperates with land owners and operators to provide education and
implementation of conservation measures from a variety of sources, to secure the protection of
our natural resources.

As funding from state sources have been reduced, the District has been proactive in pursuing
alternative funding options. These include contracting with neighboring counties, participat-
ing in NRCS contribution agreements, and obtaining grants from partners. These alternative
sources have allowed the district to maintain some of the base services for our county conserva-
tion efforts.

These funds have not replaced the full reduction of state funding. This has led to the district
operating with one employee, and as a result education efforts have suffered and it is some-
times difficult for services to be provided in a timely manner. Future programs that need to be
implemented, such as the Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy, will require more from already
time strapped conservation Districts. The District currently has an allocation of $8,100 to im-
plement conservation practices. This is down considerably from an average of $32,000 and a
peak of $62,000.

In spite of some of the limitations listed above, in the last two years the District has still accom-
plished the following:

Directly surveyed and designed 7 State funded conservation projects.

Writing of over 100 CRP plans in the last two years affecting approximately 2,000 acres and
resulting in conservation payments in excess of $490,000.

Participated in educational events that reached over 400 young people.

Assisted NRCS with the implementation of $254,531 in conservation practices.

Provided General conservation assistance on over 45 conservation projects.

656 N. Main

Winchester, IL 62694

217.742.9561 ext. 3



Scott County SWCD (Continued)

Last month, local farmers flocked to the COOP in Chapin to learn more about the benefits Cover Crops
can provide to their farming operations. The Morgan County Soil and Water Conservation District,
along with the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the American Farmland Trust, sponsored
the meeting and the tour that followed. Tinker Bader from Bader Ag gave a brief talk about the different
types of cover crops along with some tips about their management. Following Tinker’s presentation, the
floor was opened up for a question and answer session. A time of good discussion took place between
those who have several years of experience with cover crops to those who have no experience but want
to learn how cover crops might benefit their operation. Some of the farmers with livestock utilized the
cover crops as additional forage over winter while other farmers in a grain only operation planted cover
crops because of the benefits to soil health and fertility they can provide.

Following the meeting, the group headed out for a field tour. Andy Shireman and Chris Smith led a pa-
rade of pickup trucks to their farms to demonstrate what they have been doing on their operations. The
fields ranged from flat black ground, where a soil pit had been dug to show the depth of roots cover
crops can grow, to rolling hills where radishes were planted in rows with rye sown in between. In the
spring, Andy will no till into the rows where the radish has winter killed and left a bare strip like a nat-
ural strip till. At Chris Smith’s farm the group got to see some seeding mixtures providing a variety of
benefits for his crop production and his cattle feeding. Cover crops provide vegetation to hold soil in
place as well as an extra forage source for getting cattle thru the winter.

The tour wrapped up with Jill Keeton, NRCS District Conservationist for Morgan and Scott Counties,
giving a brief overview of programs available through NRCS. Farmers interested in trying cover crops
can contact their local NRCS office for information. The office also has programs available to help treat
erosion problems or assist producers with practices and management that will improve livestock relat-
ed concerns and profitability. Morgan County Soil and Water Conservation District will be holding ad-
ditional meetings in the spring so stay tuned for announcements.

Participants view a soil pit to see the

extent of cover crop rooting

Attendees inspecting cover crops on the

farm of Chris Smith


