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Instructions for use

Construction Specification 94—Contractor Quality

Control

1. Applicability

Construction Specification 94 is applicable to
contracts that require the contractor to provide
quality control (QC), material testing, and verifi-
cation of material quality before use.

2. Material specifications

No material specifications complement Construc-
tion Specification 94. Any material requirements
are to be specified in section 10 (see 3 b below).

3. Included items
Items to be included in the contract specification
and drawings follow:

a. Develop specific requirements for the
guality control testing that the contractor is
to provide. Establish, as appropriate for the
method selected, the types of material the
contractor is required to test, types of
representative tests required, frequency of
tests, and other site specific related details.

b. Provide details on the required intensity of
contractor's quality control inspection
efforts with emphasis on the site-specific
aspects of the work, equipment, and mate-
rial to be used. Specify, as appropriate for
the method selected, the documentation
required for verification of foundations and
cutoff trench excavations, subgrade for
fills, placement of reinforcement and form-
ing before ordering concrete, equipment
operational tests and available equipment
backups, and safety measures specified.
Prescribe specific requirements regarding:
(1) Reliance on contractor for initial or

benchmark testing, production testing,
and testing to adjust to changes in
material or methods.

(2) Standards to be used as reference for
guality control testing and field inspec-
tions of material, methods, and proce-
dures.

(3) Special testing or inspection proce-
dures that need to be included in the
guality control system.

c. Contract specific qualifications or require-
ments for professional registration or certi-
fication of QC personnel if necessary to
meet Federal, State, or local statutes or job
requirements.

d. Specify the required approvals by the con-
tracting officer not covered in the basic
specification for items, such as personnel
qualifications, equipment condition, format
of recordkeeping, and documentation.

e. Describe the cooperation and communica-
tion aspects for the quality control and
quality assurance activities.

4. Methods
Section 3, Quality Control System, and Sec-
tion 4, Quality Control Personnel

Method 1—For use with the smaller or less
complex work where the contractor’s staff is
expected to understand and be qualified to per-
form routine quality control. The contractor must
develop an effective quality control system. The
contractor and contracting officer will meet and
reach agreement on the system. Specify in sec-
tion 10 if the contracting officer will document by
correspondence to the contractor the understand-
ing reached concerning the quality control sys-
tem. When the project supervisor can also func-
tion as the contractor's quality control manager,
so state in section 10.
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Method 2—For use with large or complex work
where the contractor is required to have qualified
quality control testing and inspection personnel
on their staff or will subcontract for these ser-
vices and provide NRCS with a written quality
control plan and regularly submit quality control
documentation.

Selection of either method 1 or method 2 in sec-
tions 3 and 4 must be uniformly made within the
specification for each contract.

Section 9, Payment

Method 1—Used for larger, more complex
projects where uniformity in QC activities may
not exist.

Method 2—Used for smaller, simpler projects.
The use of method 2 is encouraged when fair and
equitable treatment will occur.

When specifications are prepared using elec-
tronic procedures and all methods but one are
deleted for use in a contract specification, delete
from the last paragraph All Methods The fol-
lowing provisions apply to all methods of
measurement and payment. Left justify the
remaining text.

5. Items of work and construction details
Starting at the top of page 94-4, prepare and
outline job specific "Items of Work and Construc-
tion Details" (IWCD) in accordance with these
instructions. For ease of utilization, the use of
recyclable color paper for the IWCD should be
considered.
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